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DISSERTATIONS 
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„ --1©.18 E . 2 7 . F 
ORIGIN, NATURE, avp PURSUITS, _ 
0 F 


INTELLIGENT BEINGS, 


DIVINE. PROVIDENCE, : 
| RELIGION, AND RELIGIOUS WORSHIP. 


In the Courſe of which, 
The HONOUR and DIGNITY ot. 


THE SUPREME BEING 
1s VINDICATED 


Fr rom the Ward, if not impious Sunpolition, that by 2 

particular or partial Providence HE interferes, influ- | 
ences, and directs, the Thoughts and Determinations | 
of Individuals; and the political Government, a 

and Events, of States and Kingdoms. „5 a 


70 nien IS ADDED, 


the RELIET of the PRESENT Ex1GENnCits of the 


| honourable Mode for SUPPORTING THE CLtroy. re, 


. Alſo, An eſſential Sketch for a more rational Fo orm of 
e Worſhip, and a NEW LITURGY. 


By 8 5 HOLWELL, F. R. 8. F4 


= : 1 Moſt t humbly inſcribed, with all Duty, Loyalty: and Reverence, to the KING, | 
: ken, (as Supreme Head of the Church) | 
And the > Legiſlature of Great-Britain and Ireland. 
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| PREVIOUS to our entering on the diſ= 
cuſſion of « our various ſubjects, it will be 
e by way of introduction, to 
beſtow a | few ſections on the relative . 
nature and tate of man, wherein we : 
ſhall not ſcruple, occaſionally, to fleal 7: 
frm curſe] If. * is alſo neceſſary, that : 
we account for the variations in ſenti- 
ment which will frequently occur in the - 
- courſe of theſe meditations, when con- N 
5 traſted with earlier productions ſub- | 
mitted to the public eye: 10 this our e 
5 apology will be ſhort: —increaſe of years, 95 
2 experience, obſervation, and (we hope) : 
juſt rellection, have produced theſe 1 vari- 


ations. 5 5 


f ETON | 


$& 


Se. 1. 


Are inquiſitive and philoſophic genius will : 
aſk, why, and to what purpoſe, Gop 8 
created intelligent beings? We anſwer in 
5 the words and ſentiments of the moſt ancient 
Scripture; at leaſt, as s far as our imperfect : 


records tell. 


\4- 2 


* « Tur ErTennAL Oxs, abſorbed in the Z 
1 —— of his own exiſtence, in 
T the fulneſs of time, reſolved to partici- . 
« pate his glory, and eſſence, with beings 
capable of feeling and ſharing his beati- 

« tude, and of adminiſtering to his glory. 5 
e Theſe beings then, were not; The Eternal 

— One willed, and they were; He formed | 
5 them in part of his own eſſence, capable 1 
«ef perfection, but with the powers of - 
0 imperfoſtion, | both dependant on their 3 
B 2 5 * voluntary 


1 


E 


00 voluntary election.“ And thus ſtands ac- 
counted for, the cauſes of the creation of 


the prime intelligent beings, | or angelic 
1 bands. | | 


x LY 


Hes, the Supreme Being 18 ; repreſented 
as an abſolute, good, and powerful Sove- 
reign, without ſubjects; which, in fact, 8 
being no Sovereign at all. 1 he cauſes al- 
ſigned above, for this new creation, are inge- 
5 nious and ſublime! ſome may think them 
ideal; but the act remains beyond diſpute, | 
intelligent beings do exiſt; the query is, can 
5 the cauſes for their creation be better ac- 

counted for? 


1 PY 


Hee it appears, that the powers of 
perfection and imperfection, or, in other 1 


1 words, the powers of doing good. and evil, 1 


GE were coeval, and d ſtrikingly marks the free L 


"agency 


* rectitude, and diſobedience to certain laws 


agency or Maya of e will, as the 5 


e of all FR beings.” 


„„ 


'$ 5. 


Tux Scripture before alluded to Th 7 | 
3 the concurring teſtimony of all antiquity, e | 
and ſupport of every ſubſequent ſyſtem of 
theology reſpecting, not only the creation 5 
of angels, but alſo to their deviation from 


and injunctions they were ſubjected to = 

8 the period of their creation. It i 18 generally 5 

| ſuppoſed, that the number created was im- 5 8 
Z menſe! but that only one-third of them 

| rebelled. It would be derogatory to the 5 
Omnipotence 0 f the Deity,” to. un derſtan "= 5 
5 literally the Phraſe, e And there Was war 3 
2M heaven;” all that i is here ſuggeſted, is, the 22 

- rebels were ſubdued, tried, judged, con- . 

i demned, and ſentenced to ſuffer certain pu- 15 
niſnments and degradations, for a certain 

. ie: of time, in a due proportion to the 5 
culpa- 


T9 1 


; culpability of the individual : for as s they 4 
were, in part, emanations of their Creator's 
eſſence, he could not, or rather would not, 
_ annihilate them; annihilation | precluding 5 
puniſhment. 5 


$6. 


Tus revolution in the celeſtial regions ” 
- gave riſe to a ſecond material creation, 
Fo flowing from the mercy and benevolence of 
the Supreme;—part of the ſentence of the 

: delinquent angels was, baniſhment from his 
preſence, and expulſion from their ſeats and 

| rank; and conſequently, they were plunged = 

. into an abyſs, dark, dreary, and horrid to 

* imagination, as more particularly depicted 
in the ancient ſeri pture before cited. - 


4 36; 


Fun A had remained in \ the 
abyſs for a ſpace, when the Creator relented, : 
and gracioully reſolved to mitigate their ſuf- ; 

 ferings, 


an 


ry 


ferings, and put it in their power to regain 
their loſt ſeats; in order to which, he formed 
the Planetary Univerſe for their reſidence, 

and releaſed them from ene horrible aby fs. N 


$ 8. 
Tur ETERNAL One formed his new 
material creation on ſuch occult principles be” 
and qualities, as it ſhould exiſt only during 0 
| the ſpace allotted for the puniſhment and 
„ probation « of the fallen ſpirits; ; by the laws of 
gravity, attraction, repulſion, &c. and by the Z 
2 perpetual action and re- action of cauſes to 


| Mels in all its parts; ſubject to ſuch changes 
as He, in his infinite wiſdom, ſhould meditate, . 
and impreſs upon it. It was doubtleſs, i in it? 


original ſtate, glorious, lovely, and harmoni- 
ous! worthy the Great Architect, ſuited for - 
every rational enjoyment; befittin 1g, and not 
unworthy the dignified beings: doomed. to 
inhabit it, although in a degraded ſtate, com- | 
. pared with the high rank they bore in the 
preſence 


(12 1 


preſence of their Creator. Our conceptions, 


5 our judgment, ſhould be limited to obſerva- 


tions only, on the ſmall portion of creation 
| whoſe ſurface we are deſtined to occupy; 
all our conjectures, from ſcience and analogy, 
on all beyond it, is uncertain, vain, futile, 
and unprofitable; and diverts our attention 
8 from the real end and purpoſe of the Deity 5 
placing us here in this temporary ſtate of pro- 
bation. It has been for ſome time evident to 
the reader, that our chain of reaſoning is 


85 founded on the preſumption and full convic- 
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5 tion, that the fouls or ſpirits, animating every 
mortal organiſed form, are the identical apo- 

By ſtate angels; but ſhould any ſtumble at this 
pleaſing, flattering, comfortable hypotheſis, 
they are at liberty to reject it; as our eſſential 
. arguments are equally applicable t to all, con- 
85 ſidered as rational beings only. Vet we | 
muſt. not quit our ſubject, without laying 
before our readers thoſe ſentiments which in- 


fluenced and determined us to this belief. 
MJ 


degradation? 


1 


if x we are not the apoſtate ſpirits, what are 
wie Whence came we? Why, and to what 
| a and rational purpoſe, are we ſtationed 
here in an obvious ſtate of puniſhment and 
Why all this profuſion of 
wiſdom and contrivance that ſurround us, in 
1 the wonderful conſtruction, both internal 
and external, of the expanded univerſe, and 
1 our own temporary 1 mortal priſons? And 
5 laſtly, why this perpetual diſſolution and re- 
novation of all theſe mortal organiſed and 
animated forms? Theſe amazing and ſtu- 
5 pendous operations of the Deity, can be no 
ways ſatisfactorily accounted for, but from Cs 
this hypotheſis; and that we concluſively. „ 
33 the apoſtate ſpirits, ſuffering here for our . 
3 pre- exiſtent lapſe. 5 All concur in the belief, 
that the ſoul or ſpirit exiſts after the diſſolu- 1 
tion of the body, ſo aſſuredly did ĩt exiſt be- 1 
1 | fore | its union with 1 it, otherwiſe we muſt ſup- 
| poſe the Deity 18 every inſtant employed I 
creating 1 new ſouls: a tenet. wet think, the 
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preſence of their Creator. Our conceptions, 
our judgment, ſhould be limited to obſerva- 
tions only, on the ſmall x portion of creation 
wWhoſe furface we are deſtined to occupy; 

70 all our conjectures, from ſcience and analogy, 1 
on all beyond it, is uncertain, vain, futile, 
and unprofitable; and diverts our attention 

from the real end and purpoſe of the Deity” 8 : 
7 placing us here in this temporary ſtate of pro- 

i bation. It has been for ſome time evident to 
the reader, that our chain of reaſoning * 
founded on the preſumption and full convic- 

- tion, that the : ſouls or ſpirits, animating every 
e mortal organiſed form, are the identical apo- 5 
e ſtate angels; but ſhould any ſtumble at this 
pleaſing, flattering, comfortable hypotheſis, 8 

they are at liberty to reject it; as our eſſential 5 
arguments are equally applicable to all, con- 

ſidered as rational beings only. Vet we 5 

muſt not quit our ſubject, without laying 5 

before our readers thoſe ſentiments which in- 
fluenced and determined us to this belief. T 


if 


m we are not the apoſtate ſpirits, what are 


Whence came we? Why, and to what 


N ah and rational purpoſe, are we ſtationed 
here in an obvious ſtate of puniſhment and 
| degradation? Why all this profuſion of 
a wiſdom and contrivance that ſurround us, in 
the wonderful conſtruction, both internal 
0 and external, of the expanded univerſe, and . 
of « our own temporary mortal priſons? | And ; 
laſtly, why this perpetual diſſolution and re- 
novation of all theſe mortal organiſed and i 
animated for ms? Theſe amazing and ſtu- 
pendous operations of the Deity, can be no 
ways fatisfaCtorily accounted for, but from 
a hypotheſis; and that we concluſively are 
991 the apoſtate ſpirits, : ſuffering here for ur 
pre- exiſtent lapſe. } All concur in the belief, | 
— the ſoul or ſpirit exiſts after the diſſolu- 
5 tion of the body, ſo afſuredly did it exiſt be= 
5 fore i its union with it, otherwiſe we muſt ſup- z 
| poſe the Deity is every inſtant e employed in . 
creating new fouls: —a tenet. we think, the 
—— 
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moſt greedy and ravenous faith cannot ſwal- 9 

low. But if we totally give up this hypo- 25 
po theſis, as merely ideal, yet none will diſpute, 
that man and brute are intelligent beings ani- 
mating corrupt and mortal forms, whether 
they are the apoſtate ſpirits or not, (which by 
the bye is ſuppoſing we were all created at a 


: venture) yet to theſe, as ſimply ſuch, our 
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reaſoning and deductions are equally appli- 


cable, as above hinted. 


CTY 


Non is the creation and: formation of 
| the various and innumerable mortal forms, ; 


7 allotted for the more immediate impriſon- ” 


7 ment of the offending ſpirits, a work leſs 
” wonderful and ſtupendous! although! marked . 
and ſubjected to offices of the loweſt ſtate of 5 


” degradation, deeply wounding to that fatal 8 = 


pride and ambition which firſt nftigated th their = 
lapſe © or fall. fy 


8 10. Woxbrx 


PP 


EL 15 } 
F 10. 


Wonpxx riſes upon wonder, when we 


Iivhenſible : to all but the divine Projector 


and 


45 meditate on the incomprehenſible mode 8 
animation given to theſe material forms, and = 
5 the intelligent ſpirit's union with them in a . 
15 kind of mutual dependance one on the other, ; 
and yet in ſome ſort independant of each 3 
| other; moſt of the corporeal functions being 
carried on independant of the will of the ſpi- ; 
: rit, and yet its component parts are ſubject to 
: its inſtantaneous commands, although the 
ſpiritual powers can only acquire ſtrength of -.- 
| action in proportion to the growth, ſtrength, 
E and maturity of the corporeal. The peculiar . 
Properties of the ſpirit, as thought, reflection, 5 
| will, &c. ſeem totally independant of its cor- 1 
5 poreal companion; and yet the ſmalleſt de- „ 
os either from external or internal | injuries : 
| ſuſtained by the latter, deprives the former o: 
0 its powers of action, and frequently even of 1 
az its rationality, The whole i is a maze, incom- 


rr —— —ęſ i ——— —— ʒ—-—k— — 8 3 
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E 


and Fabricator! Let us wonder, and be 
ſilent! 0 41 | 


ob 14. 


or matters infinitely great and import- 


ant, we can only form our conceptions from 
leſſeroccurrences which fall within ourpreſent 
finite powers. -F he hiſtories of all nations 
= afford us frequent- inſtances of ſudden, ſhort, 
and ſometimes dangerous inſurrections in a 
Gs ſtate; which take their riſe from the very dregs : 
of the people; but when a total revolution 
and ſubverſion of the tate and government is ” 
meditated and attempted, we ever obſerve, 5 
takes its riſe from the machinations of the | 
higher ranks. In this laſt ſpecies of rebel- 
Hon, which is only in point, the prime 5 
inſtigators and actors are the moſt culpable, 
| and conſequently ſubject to the ſevereſt pu- 
niſhment. Their abettors and ſupporters © 
come next in degree of culpability, and 5 
milder ; puniſhment; and the multitude, who = 


: are | 


| [ 17 ] 


are drawn aſide from their allegiance rather 


by the errors of their judgment, than from 
5 malevolence, become objects of the ſove.. 


reign 


4; 12. 


We are given to underſtand by the 
EF ſcriptures before cited, as well as our own, 
that when the Supreme Being created the 
angelic bands, he conſtituted them of differ- 
emnt tribes; ſome held highly exalted ranks ; ; 

E others, br due gradations, more ſubordinate 
ones. But although ſome of the higher . 
F tribes might poſſeſs ſuperior intellectual pow- EE 
ers and abilities, yet all were equally en- 
dowed as free agents. They were not then, 
as in their preſent ſtate of exiſtence, fettered 7 
and chained to corrupt and mortal forms, 5 
— and their intellectual powers thereby clogged ö 
. and weakened, therefore none had 2 plea of 5 
= exemption fr om puniſhment 3 in a greater or 
leſſer degree, when their rebellion and apoſ- | 


tacy was ſubdued. | 
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Wr are now to ſuppoſe (according with 


our hypotheſis) that the offending ſpirits 
are undergoing the various puniſhments 9 
allotted for them by their juſt Judge. And 2 
here it 1s eſſential to obſerve, that in the con- wo 
ſtruction of the human form, there ſeems to 
de a pre-eminence annexed, when compared 
uith the reſt of the animal creation; although 
they are all indiſcriminately ſubjected, as = 
corporeal functions, to the ſame mortifying 
: ſtate. There muſt have been ſome important 1 
5 cauſe for this pre-eminence. The offending 5 
1 ſpirit, under this form, ſeems to poſſeſs almoſt 
the full exertion of thoſe intellectual powers 
with which it was originally endowed not 
40 reſpecting the reſt of the intelligent forms, | 
which we crudely diſtinguiſh by the title of "Tg 
b the Brute Creation. Between whom, and the 
human form, a line of limitation ſeems to be | 
drawn by the Deity, touching the exertion of 
their intelligent powers, which 1 in the brutes | 


E 


* „„ 8 


[ 19 J 


ſtem at leaſt under Net, but under the 
human form more at large; conſequently, 
1 former are under a ſeverer ſtate of repro- | 


bation, and lower degradation. But as to 


the extent of their intelle&, as to thought, 

reflection, &c. we are totally ignorant; but | 
that they are ſo endowed, is a truth beyond : 

diſpute, although poſlibly 1 in an inferior de- : 


gree; and thoſe who attribute and confine 


morals to the human kind, and deny them 
to the brutes, only prove themſelves ſuper- 
3 ficial obſervers of their actions. That they þ 
2 © compounded beings, ſpiritual and cor- 

. poreal, like ourſelves, none can deny, but : 
3 thoſe who wilfully ſhut the eyes of their un- 
1 derſtanding. * hat they have ſinned, as 
IS well as we, in a pre-exiſtent ſtate, 3 is equally 8 
Re. certain; that they! have an equal right ( poſ- 

5 ſibly a ſuperior) to expect a remiſſion of their 
| ſins, and ſalvation at the conſummation of 8 
-” all * who will be hardy enough to diſ. 
pute | David fo, « Lord, Thou ſhalt ſave LS, 
-M es « both 


1 

11 

74 
i 
17 

g 

|) = 
4 
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* both man and bea. What Paul of Tar- 
ſus (commonly although erroneouſly ſtiled 
Saint Paul) ſays more cogently on the ſub- 
ject, we ſhall reſerve for a ſubſequent ſection. 


* hat man ſhould ſhew 10 mercy to the br utes, 
is not wonderful; he exhibits none to his 
own ſpecies. N 


1 14. 128 
RAS (by analogy) 5 already fag- 


4 that the apoſtate ſpirits were not 
equally guilty; conſequently, in the eye of 

0. juſt and merciful J udge, they could not all 
be doomed to equal puniſhment; therefore, i "Rm. 
1 may be rationally ſuppoſed, that the Deity, ED 
in conſtructing the mortal forms they were 
| deſtined to animate, had a retroſpect to the : 
degree of guilt of each individual, or rather = 
of each diſtinẽt 7 ride. 5 Thus, we may very b 

conſiſtently conceive, that the moſt atrocious 

leaders and abettors of the celeſtial defection, = 

| were doomed to animate the moſt ferocious = 


forms, 


TWP 


forms, as man, lions, tygers, bears, wolves, | 
and every other ſpecies, known and ſhunned | 
- as beaſts of prey, and marked for their cruel, 
oppreſſive, tyrannic, and malicious diſpoſi- 
tions, either 1 in the terreſtrial, aerial, or aqua- 
tic regions of this globe: and in like wiſe, the 
leſſer delinquents to animate the leſs offen- : 

ſive, which do not come under the denomi- 5 
nation of animals of prey, as uſually under- 


ſtood; ſuch as the bulk of the hoofed and 0 : 


| horned tribes, &c.: and the leaſt offending 


| of the apoſtate ſpirits, . to animate thoſe 


forms which appear to us the moſt innocent ” 


I and inoffenſive of the various animals which 


| occupy the air, t the earth, and the waters; 
| the greateſt part of the feathered kind, \&c. 5 


And it may be alſo ſuppaſed, that it is this 


laſt tribe of ſpirits which occaſionally ani- 5 


mate thoſe human forms who paſs inoffen- 


_ ſively through the walks of life, without any - 


5 mark « of conſpicuity annexed to their charac- e 


- ́ñus ter; 
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ter; as is, in ; general, the ſtate of the — 
of that t ſpecies. 155 


$ 15. 
ON a critical review and eotpariſon of the 


animal tribes, we ſhall find, that their felicity : 


and infelicity are in wide extremes; and all ; 


are ſo conſtituted. (as an immediate and N. 
petual puniſhment) to be inimical to, and in 
b the general, the natural prey and food of 
each other, the human kind not excepted. = 
Man and br ute 8 greateſt enemy is man; in 
nm every age, and on every portion of this habi- - 
table globe, marked with univerſal havock 
and deſtruction to the animal forms, the th 
5 works of nature, art, and labour, we find 
that man has been the wicked prime agent. 
1 Pre- eminent as he i is, in the extent and exer- 
19 ciſe of his intellectual powers, he is equally 
ſo in every ſpecies of vice; in violation of his Oo 
Ro ſuperior reaſon and rank | in the ſcale of intel- 5 
ligent beings. - 


$ 16. Ir 
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zug 16. 
1r is moſt conflicts with reaſon and pro- 
- bability to ſuppoſe and believe, that the Deity, 


in the creation of the material forms, deſ- 
tined, by a kind of Hmpathetic movement 
7 incomprehenſible to us, that the delinquent 
| ſpirits ſhould naturally, as we may ſay, and 
ſpontancouſly, enter thoſe forms which beſt 
ſuited their various degrees of guilt, and 
diſpoſitions, without any immediate new ef- 
fort of the Creator and that this union _ 
ſhould in ſuch wiſe be perpetual, on every 
5 re-entry of the ſpirit (on the diſſolution of - 
its former priſon) into the ſame ſpecies, =. 
5 into any other form analagous thereto. For 
4 inſtance; a malignant ſpir it, being obliged 
to take its flight from the expiring tyger, 
= would from that ſympathy, forcibly impreſſed N 
upon it by the L Deity, enter and animate 
- another form of the ſame kind, or that of the 5 
RT lion, the wolf, re. and thus of all the other 1 
0 2 | tribes e 
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tribes of the definquig angels, through the 
various animal creation. 


8 17. 1 
Ar rnouen it appears difficult to compre- | 
hend how the ſufferings of the corporeal part 
of our compoſition ſhould affect pure ſpirit, 
yet the fact 1s certain; but as the diſeaſes and 
: pains of the body have their riſe, in the ge- 
neral, from the! intemperance and folly of the 
will! in the ſpirit, it is but equity it ſhould 
4 participate in the higher degree, as the greater 5 
and indeed the only tranſgreſſor; by a per- : 
verſion of reaſon, in the injurious uſes and 
| taſks it impoſes on the corporeal functions 


- ſubjected to its dominion: hereby ent ailing = | 
puniſhment all its own, and not inflicted by Ta EZ 


* my . Q W P ""v 
— — o — 
Ax 0s. Lt nun — — — — — — ä 
. 8 — DM * 


3 
— 


| 


: 
[1 
_— 7 
T7 
mt 
{ [1 
Tt 
it. 
8 : 
1 
115 
5 1 
. 
on 7 
1 
1 
N 
WEIS. © 
1 BTL. 
4 
17 
8 Fi! 
| 
.- 
1 
1 
B 
N : 
t L 
i 1. 
LF 
we ; 
3377 
* 
6 ; 
'I; ji 
1 : 
11 
198 
3 
+ 
2 
{ 7 
18 1 
L 
7 by 
=. 
1 g 
1 4 
1 
1 
+ Wh 
1 
1 
* 
2:38 
6 
on © 
115 
1 
wy. * 
$24; 
1 
T7 
14 
1 4 
2 
M5 
U 
| 
"nn, 
7 
85 
i 7 
4 
117 
11807 
14 
I 
{4+ 
14.86 
45-20 > 
11 
1 
1 
nt 
11 
17 it 
1 
10 
12; 
16 
1 
10% 5 
1 
13 
11 
114 
Nn 
14 
14 
1981 
N 
1 «a 
[1 
3) 
i 17 
os 
11S 
19 
n 
114 
1 
1 
19 
17:5 
. 
SY 
1 : 
YU - 
Thy 
175 
1 5 
157 , 
A 
74 ' 
1. 
5 ; 
T 
11 
115 ' 
i 
14.41 
$8 
$40 
: 3 
29% 
$. 
4.4 
$45 
4 
TH 
1 
7 
6 
9 
f 
| 


CAE 5 I Wag «4. , ng 


2 —— can —— - —— 
5 „„ —— 


* 2 ** 
— — — — —  —— 
* 2 


| its Creator. Other inevitable conſequences 
3 attend this perverſion of reaſon and the will; 3 
namely, the premature diſſolution of the 


| body, and more frequent tranſmigration of 2 


: the ſpirit: but of this more hereafter. „ 
. 18. rar 


25 1 
8 18. 


TuE ſpirits of angel, man, and brute, 

being identically, and ſpecifically, one and the 
fame free agents, are con ſequently accountable; wy 
otherwiſe, if not free agents, they cannot be 
accountable beings ;—they : are mere nothin os, 
ar and matter, machines only, actuated and 
moved like puppets, by ſome unſeen power 
behind the curtain; a concluſion, which a 

I conſcious A 0 within us forbids our 


cloſe this our -introduftory diſquiſition on the 
S nature, and relative ſtate of man and bru Ku 
l by a ſhort recapitulation of the prece ling . 
Ft matters. We have traced the cauſes which „ 
1 excited the Deity to the creation. of intelli- 5 
bo gent beings: He formed them with powers 1 
2 obey certain injunctions he had ſubje Red F I 


; them to, in the obedience of which he con- 
| ſtituted rheir prime felicity; but this obe- 
5 dience was optional and free. Ambition and 8 


pride urged a port tion of them to ſpur nat ſub- 8 
8 NY GD ordinate 


—Thus far premiled, we will 
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ordinate applet; and they rebelled; Juſtice 
| doomed them to certain puniſhments, fora 
certain ſpace of time; contrition ſucceeded, 2X 
| clemency and mercy interfered, and the 
SUPREME formed a material univerſe for N 
their ſojourn, during the ſpace of their ba- 
niſhment. He framed this ſtupendous work 
| on 4 GENERAL PROVIDENTIAL plan, for the 
: preſervation and duration of the whole, on . 
the invariable operation of cauſes to effects, 
and implanted i in the material mortal forms, 
deſtined for their cloſer impriſonment, a cer- 
tain principle, which ſhould excite each. 
= individual to renew and propagate its ſpecies e 
5 in perpetuity. And by the laws of diſtribu- 7 


tive Juſtice, ſo conſtituted them, that every wo 


| virtuous ſentiment and action, and every vice 


and deviation from moral rectitude, ſhould 8 g 


| carry its reward and puniſhment along with it, 


{our oa feelings confirm this truth, as do, we 


have no doubt, the feelings of all others) as 1 


natural conſequences of cauſes and effects; 


either 


"WF 


either PEE "EY in their preſent form of 
4 exiſtence, or relatively, in a future; without a 
| any interference of the Deity, until the expi- 
ration of the term immutably decreed for the 
baniſhment, puniſhment, and probation of 
the delinquents.— Here we beg leave to 


i refer our readers to the peruſal of our three 


| parts of * Intereſting Hiſtorical Events of 
LY Indoſtan,” printed for Mr. Becket, London; 7 
and to our ſhort Eſſay, entitled 13 Primitive . 
3 Religion elucidated,” o printed for Mr. Bull, 5 
85 at Bath; as they will ſupport and iNuſtrate 


| our preſent under ons. 


8 19. 


Ir is a well founded principle in 'philo- 5 
2 FE that ſupernatural powers mould never 
be called in to our aid, when natural prove . 
ſufficient for the purpoſes under conſidera- 5 

r When this maxim, and the various 
| premiſes traced i in the foregoing ſections, are 

5 duly weighed 1 in the ſcale of common ſenſe . 


and he 


1 8 1 


and reaſon, how prepoſterous, unworthy, —_ 
and derogatory, muſt it not appear to the 
| dignity and majeſty of the Divine Supreme 
> Being, to hear his particular and partial = 
EY) providence or interference wantonly annexed 5 
n Wh and proſtituted to the moſt trifling, and 54 
5 degrading occurrences which paſs daily and 
5 hourly amongſt us? And is it not amazing 175 
in the extreme, that mankind, from the ear- 0 | 
; lieſt records which our crude and limited 
PE chronological ideas of the duration of the = 
world have furniſhed us with, ſhould have | 
” foſtered, broached, and propagated, ſuch "x x 
mw groſs, preſumptive, and ignominious concep- 1 
5 tion of their Gov! Let us try if we cannot : | 
. account for this femingly unaccountable 5 
5 general infatuation. 75 : 


| F 20. 


Iris no leſs \ aſtoniſhing, that a portion of 4 


mankind, in all; ages andin all nations, ſhoul F 
have acquired the addreſs to {ubjugate and | 
DO | hood- 


13 


hoodw-ink the reaſon and faculties of the 


reſt of their fellow creatures, in what mM 


called ſpirituals, as well as in temporals, 55 
under the various denominations of Prophets, 


Priefts, &c. Strange as this appears, the fa 2 
univerſally notorious. Es, 5 


Fr. 


Tax fallen ſpirits animating this tribe, 


1 (ctiled by themſelves the men of Cad) we may 85 
| | with the higheſt certainty conclude, were the 


4 very prime projectors, leaders, and moſt ative 


3 abettors, of the revolt i in heaven; and failing 


zn their attempt againſt their Gop and 8 


tor, but ſtill influenced by the fame prin- 


4 ciples, namely, an inſatiable thirſt for power 


1 dominion, they meditated how they 


a ſhould ſubject their fellow-rebels to their : 


x ſway and government here below; : which, . 


1 "0 the advantage of their original ſupe- 


rior faculties and art, they were eaſily enabled 
to accompliſh i in the following manner. ; 
8 22. Tarn 


5 4 22. 
| Tavin firſt bende movement was the 
alſuming an external ſanctity of manners, 
and to eſtabliſh a prepoſſeſſion on the ſur- 

4 rounding ſpirits of ſomething ſacred being 5 
annexed to their perſons and characters; and 
to heighten and improve this reverence, 5 
they pretended frequent and familiar inter- 

courſe with the Derry, and that at their 
8 interceſſion, he would gr ant every petition f 
they preferred to him; and finally they incul- 


cated the principle we are combating, that 


Gop, by his peculiar and partial providence, 
perpetually interfered! in the tranſactions of 
individuals, and that their daily interpoſition 
on the behalf of ſinners, was eſſentially neceſ- 
ſary, to ſoften and deprecate his wrath and 

vengeance. Thus by flow, but ſure degrees, 


x they reached the ſummit of their views, and 


got under their abſolute controul, not only :” 


the conſciences, but the perſons and property 
of the bulk of the people, and retain that | 
dominion : 


>) 


dominion. until this hour, over ninety-nine 
hundred parts of this habitable globe. And 
thus only can be accounted for this univerſal 
infatuation, operating on the contrition, 
fears, and. apprehenſions of the multitude, 
upon their recent expulſi on, and baniſnment 
from the celeſtial regions, by the crafty inſi- 
nuations of this malignant Tribe; who, by 
E- the impious tenet of the conſtant interference 
|: of the Deity 1 mn the tranſactions of mankind, 
precluded the firſt gift of their Creator, free EE 
agency; thereby making their Gop the author 
of, or conniver at, all evil. But they ſtopped f 
5 not here; for ambition, power, and avarice 
E know no bounds: in proceſs of time, they 
impiouſſy aſſumed the prerogatives and „ 
tributes of the Delrvy; they made themſelves ” 
to be worſhipped and adored they polleſſed 
| themſelves of temporalities and principalities, = 
and trod on the necks of kings; and by the 2: 
ſubordinate agency of their brethren, they 
on ſowed difſention religious and civil through- 


out 
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. 


out every land where they obtained a footing. 
Upon a retroſpective view of the hiſtory of 
all nations, we ſhall find them, either openly : 


of covertly, the active promoters of perſe- 


8 cutions, blood and ſlaughter, rebellions, an ad 


murders. 


4. 


To this erroneous principle of a particular 155 
and partial pre ovidence, are alſo aſcribed the 
riſe, revolutions, downfall, and extinction of 
mighty empires, kingdoms, and ſtates; al- | 
though the annals of the world obviouſly - 
. ſhew they all can be accounted | for without 4 

the interference of ſupernatural powers, by : 
"” the reſult of common and natural cauſes and 
| Heels. Had the Senators of Rome been an- 

N nually elected, as the Conſuls were, and the © 

= deſtructive diſtinction of Patrician and Ple- 5 

|  beian never taken place, probably Rome had 1 
| not fallen. Had there been a legal ſucceſſor A 


= of mature © age to Alexander 3 dominion, or 
oe had 


of 2 9 LO A 9 WY! C 2 + A ASE IL e r I PR EE a IO 5 Ex} OSS . e 
. BEE _ Js 1 oY D - Po Yer | » —_ FE . 


* T3] 


had he even appointed a ſucceſſor, Probably 
the Macedonian empire had ſubſiſted to this 
ü day. And, in a late moſt mortifying 1 in- 


ſtance; — had an adequate coercive force been 
immediately exerted by the acting powers * 

had theſe powers not been miſled by falſe 

| intelligence and advice ; ; had all of thoſe 

1 entruſted with the executive part, done cheir 5 

L duty, as ſome individuals did, with exem- 5 


| plary loyalty, and military proweſs; and had : 


| not rebellion abroad been foſtered, aided, 


| comforted, and abetted, by traitors at home; PO 


A this nation had not ſuſtained an irreparable 
| 1ofs. | And thus of every ſtate, that has, by 


does, or may exiſt; there has ever been, 7 es 
| probably ever will be, ſome fundamental 25 
error in its riſe, or political progreſs, which | 


by the natural operations of cauſes and ef- 8 
[- fects, inſures its final deſtruction, without | 
any wrde of intruding ſupernatural ! in- 


= terference. | 


3 % Tur 


c 3s 1 


Tur evil 10 thanks providence of Gon, 
is alſo abſurdly uſhered in to account for 
the moſt trifling incidents of life, as before 
remarked. It is proſtituted in every bro- 
thel, and ſeminary of vice; it is hackneyed . 
throughout every trumpery novel and in- 
plied, (nay, is the ne qua non, the funda- 
mental ) in the worſhip of every community 3 
| for ſhould this derogatory principle be ex- 
ploded, the influence of the tribe Who firſt | 
eſtabliſhed it, would ceaſe, as well as the 
temporal emoluments | ariſing . therefrom. 5 
5 They regarded not in what degree they de- 
preciated the dignity of their Go, in cul- | 


tivating this tenet; although conſcious that 


thereby . they introduced him on every occa- : 
-” fion, counteracting his own work of free 

: agency, and totally annihilating the very idea 
or poſſibility of Agent or Je: awards 
and puniſhments, | = 1 


I "1 


8 25. 


WT may basal, conceive and conchads, ; 
| that: the Supreme Being, wrapped in the 
divine contemplation of his own beatitude, 
and in the adoration and fidelity of the re- 
maining angelic bands, looks down, with n 
Z benevolence and commiſeration, . 
3 ; thoſe who fell from their allegiance. He 


ſees the perverſion of thoſe intellectual pow- 


-., with which he had originally endowed 
them, as a Pali ve Hhecrator only. He ſees with : 
pity, that in place of exerting thoſe proers in 
- the laudable purſuits, and enjoyment, of ſuch 
temp orary local bleſſings as he had benevo- Ss 
: lently 1 left within their reach, and | in cheriſh- . 
ing and protecting each other, under what- 8 
ſoever external form they were incloſed. He 


- obſerves them mutually exerted for the diame- 


| trically oppoſite purpoſes of deceit, perfidy, 
oppreſſion, and cruelty, one to the other; or 

devoted to uſeleſs, vain, and preſumptive "= þ 

bh ſearches, in purſuit of what are vaguely 

: ten med 8 
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termed knowledge, arts, and ſciences; or 
devoted to every ſpecies of frivolous wanton 
luxury and diſſipation, which ſenſuality can 


dictate; or perpetually exerciſing their talents 


| in lawleſs violence, rapine, murder, drunk- 
1 ene, and ſuicide. He marks the multitude, 


ſtill under the infatuation and influence of 7 
= | thoſe malignant ſpirits who firſt drew them 
from their original purity. He notes thoſe 
ſpirits, inſtigating and ſtirring up the ambi- f 
tion, pride, and avarice of kings, to the 
deſtruction of each other, with millions of : ; 
their miſerable ſubjects; placing their God, — 
or his de ging 9 at the head of their 9 : 
| WE N armies. 5 i 


4 26. 
On the foregrinng w of the FA fate of 


„772 


conceive, that they are the objects of a juſt | 


2 


Go 8 providential care and conſtant inter- 
poſition, with leſs than a degree of blaſ- I 
| phony ?—Surcly, n no. 


. _ Peg 
EEE th ene OE 4 5, 
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the inhabitants of this globe, can we poſlibly 1 


9 | 


e . 
I will be objected, that if this be rat | 
and truly the caſe, and that the Derry does 


not inter fer e, otherwiſe than by his general Y 


— —— ——— ie 


laws and providence in the government . 
: the world and its inhabitants the inutility of 
all religion and religious worſhip | 1s neceſſa- ” 
i rily implied. Not ſo, abſolutely, as our ſab- 
ö ſequent ſections ſhall evidence; but the trade, 
: the traffick, the external pomp, Parade, _ 
N ceremonials of all religious wor ſhip exiſting, . 
[ certainly are; and muſt undergo a ſevere ar- — 
K raignment and proſecution. Let us frriofly . 1 
i (if poſſible) take a review. of all the ſyſtems V | 
b of religious worſhip in the known world, Eo 


from times almoſt immemorial to the preſent 2 | 


| day; let us comment an their various con- 
b tradictory, idolatrous, puer le, non-eſſential, CN 
| ridiculous, legerdemain tricks and ceremo- e 
* nies, and unceafing ſchiſms, annexed to them 
| all without exception; and then aſk ourſelves 2 
1 whether we can conceive, conſiſtently with - 
— ILNETS reaſon, 
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| termed knowledge, arts, and ſciences; or 
devoted to every ſpecies of frivolous wanton 
luxury and diſſipation, which ſenſuality can ; 
dictate; or perpetually exerciſing their talents | 
in lawleſs violence, rapine, murder, drunk 
enneſs, and ſuicide. He marks the multitude, 5 
ſtill under the infatuation and influence . 
thoſe malignant ſpirits who firſt drew them 
from their original purity. He notes thoſe 5 
N inſtigating and ſtirring up the ambi- - 
tion, pride, and avarice of kings, to the : 
deſtruction of each other, with millions of - 
their miſerable ſubjects; placing their God, : 
or his de rg __ at the head of their 5 
: armies. 


$6. 


on the foregoing ſurvey of the veal 2 of 
the inhabitants of this globe, can we poſlibly 
conceive, that they are the objects of a juſt 
| Go" 8 providential care and conſtant inter- 
N with leſs than a degree of blaſ⸗ = 


phemy ?—Surely, 1 no. 


5 


8 27. 75 
Ir will be Leltes, that if this be ay 
and truly the caſe, and that the Deity does 


WY not inte rfere, otherwiſe than by his general 


laws and providence in the government of 


the world and its inhabitants the inutility of 


: all religion and religious worſhip 18 neceſla- 
; rily implied. Not ſo, abſolutely, as our ſab- | 
1 ſequent ſections ſhall evidence; but the trade, = 
1 : the traffick, the external pomp, parade, and 
ceremonials of all religious wor ſnip exiſting, 


certainly are; and muſt undergo a ſevere ar- 


* raignment and proſecution. Let us feriouſl =D 
(if poſſible) take a review. of all the ſyſtems 
| of religious worſhip in the known world, 

f from times almoſt immemorial to the preſent 5 


. day; let us comment on their various con- 


; tradictory, idolatrous, puerile, non-eſſential, 5 


5 ridiculous, legerdemain tricks and ceremo- 58 


nies, and unceaſing ſchiſms, annexed to them _ 


all without exception; and then aſk ourſelves 1 
whether we can conceive, conſiſtently with 
. D SITTER reaſon, 
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wa that fach a motley worſhip can be 
pleaſing to Gop, which appears juſtly ridi- 
culous 1 in the eyes of man? 


WI Will next hikes a view of the daily farce 


and mockery of religion and religious wor- 
hip. Two neighbouring ſtates proclaim a | 
1M . diabolical war againſt each other, founded 7 
E 5 on ambition, pride, avar ice, punctilio, * 
= other pretences; in the courſe of which, de- 


3B = ſtruction dire falls on their reſpective coun- 
tries, their people, and a large portion of 
| their fellows of the brute. creation; and fa- | 


—— 2 
8 


mine and peſtilence not an uncommon con- 
| ſequence! | The religious worſhip eſtabliſhed 3 


Dr + +4 


in each of the kingdoms of theſe belligerent 


i Powers, ſupplicates the Drrry to ſanction, 
| aſſiſt, and ſupport their infernal operations, 
8 2 and Te e Deum on each ſide is ſung for their 
3 i vai ious ſucceſſes and triumphs | in the glorious 


x and ow thirſt and purſuit of blood and 
* 1 „„ 5 deſolation. 


1 


deſolation. Can the peculiar providence of a 


benevolent Gov, be poſſibly conceived to act 
or interfere i in ſuch ſcenes of horror? Re 
can neither permit or connive at evil; nor can - 
it be imagined, without the higheſt ; impiety, - | 
i that he interpoſes or permits that medley of 
5 atrocious ſin and wickedneſs, which are 
5 hourly perpetrated in every capital city of . 
the world; or that he interferes, guides, r 
influences, the deſtructive operations of war, N 
5 excited by malevolent motives, and carried on 45 
with unremitting infernal fury on both ſides. ; 
Is not then the mockery of worſhip juſt 
above alluded to, moſt Juſtly arraigned? 


8 20. 


N WIT will now take a view - of religious 
worſhip 1 in different lights, where the ſuppo- 
i ſed interfering providence of the Deity, by | 
1 the moſt unaccountable infatuation of the 
J rational faculties, is invoked to change, ſue 
. bend, or ſtop the courſe of his general laws, 1 


i 


„ „v „„ 


—— — — 


if to gratify the preſent intereſted cravings, 
1 5 | diſcontent, and impatience, of a few greedy 
individuals. If an uncommon drought hap- 
pen, he is worried to ſend rain upon the 
earth; if the contrary fall out, he! 18 invoked 
T to give ſunſhine and fair weather; not ad- 
verting, chat his general! laws of diſtribution, 

in either caſe, are impartial and immutable. 8 
T wo ſhips 3 in purſuit of that baneful ſcience 5 

z commerce, (which ever has been, 3 is, and « . 
55 will be, the perpetual ſource of miſchievous 
1 contentions between nations) are rounding a 
_— promontory, in oppoſite courſes, the one 
5 requiring a north wind, the other a ſouth; 
we will ſuppoſe them to be at ſuch a diſtance 
as to be out of fight of each other, with 


various unfavourable currents of air, and : 


= foul tempeſtuous weather; in both caſes, the | 


35 Drrry 18 worried by prayer to comply with 
© their contrary petitions, for fair winds and 
NT weather; and if they fail, the i images of their . 


tutelar ſaints or r idols reſpectively, are br ought 
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out by their pig, carried round in ridicu- 


lous proceſſion, and invoked to mediate with 


Gop for a fair wind, or to quell the ſtorm; - 


and if they are eſteemed tar dy « or idle! in cheir : 
: application, they are ſcourged and ducked, 

to bring them into more compliant order. 
Now, 18 it poſſible to. conceive, that! in na- 
ture there can be any thing ſo perfectly 5 


ludicrous and farcical, as theſe inconteſtible 
fac preſent us with? Infatuated and miſ- 


5 guided ſpirits! what follies and extravagan= 
cies will ye not be guilty of, under the 
continued influence of your prime malig- | 
oy nant leaders? Can you believe, that your | 
Gop will liſten to, or interpoſe his divine 
providence to your unworthy incongruous oo 
ſupplications? or that he will ſtretch forth - 
: his arm to ſave and extricate you from per ils : 
and dangers which you have avariciouſly and = 
wantonly brought upon yourſelves No, N 
your cool and uninfluenced reaſon will not 
juſtify ſuch abſurd and offenſive conceptions 
of your Go, 3 5 
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3 40. 
Tun foregoing three ſpecimens of the 


farce and mockery of religious worſhip ſhall 
ſuffice, although we could produce a multi- 
5 tude more, equally derogatory to the juſt 
ideas we ought to entertain of the Supreme 5 
5 Being; but a ſtricter ſerutiny into the prin- 5 
5 ciples and dogmas of all religions remains for 
diſcuſſion, which has been only lightly 
glanced at in our 27th ſection. He muſt be 
little verſed in eccleſiaſtical ſtory, who can 
for 1 moment doubt that the hems of all, 5 
without exception, fall juſtly under the laſh 
of reaſon ; and real 'piety. They are unworthy 0 
Gop, and ourſelves; they are all a ſtrange 7” 
compound of unintelligible ſenſeleſs } jargon, 
. and incomprehenſible contradictory myſteries, 1 
: illuſtrated and decorated with equally ſenſe- 
leſs forms and non-eſſential ceremonies. If ” 
2 they had e any thing really pure, and worthy = 
the Dr ITY, in their birth and original inſti- 
tutes, they a are eo mutilated, corrupted, and 
adulterated, Zh 
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adulterated, their authors would not know 


them again, but ſpurn at and deteſt the 


ſpurious iſſue. We have ſtudiouſſy and can- 
didly traced them all to the fountain head, and 
have no doubt remaining but that they were i 
originally founded on pure ethicks, framed, | 
, promulged, and propagated, by ſome of the | 
| leaſt offending contrite ſpirits, on their firſt 
taking poſſeſſion of this planet; and iſſued as 
5 laws and Principles that would inſure their - 
: local felicity, and prove at the fame time 
, pleaſing to their merciful Creator. | On this : 
| pure b baſis, the malignant ſpirits, in proceſs - 
of time, raiſed a ſuperſtructure ſubverſive =: 
reaſon, and all things ſacred; they formed 5 
5 ſyſtems of religion : and evorſhip, correſponding 3 
with the plan we traced in our 22d ſection, e 
inſuring to themſelves importance and emolu- . 5 
ments: they held forth their Gop as a ſtalk- 
N : ing-hor ſe, a decoy, to enſnare the minds „ 
| the unwary multitude ! in the nets of ſuper- 
ſtitious credulity,—they ſucceeded, and eſta- 


bliſhed | 


ſame miſchievous malignant ſpirits. We call 
thoſe ſyſtems modern, ſetting at nought the 
5 waking dreams of the wiſeſt of the wiſe, 
5 reſpecting the real duration of this globe, | 
and planetary u qiverſe. * he Mahommedan . 
ſyſtem, although \ mere compilation of ex- 5 3 
travagant, incoherent rhapſodies, yet by | 

: ſtealing. from Moſes the pious tenet of the 


5 ſelf the character of a divine Prophet and 
| meſſenger from Gop, and his Koran was 


5 the delinquent ſpirits of this earth, forming 
the greateſt Tore exiſting. EN ; 


« 44 T 


bliſhed their power and influence over them. 
The modern ſyſtems of Braman, Mosrs, 
a and CHRIST, were founded on the unity and | 
ſupremacy of the Godhead, and ethicks; the 
firſt and laſt on a more exalted, ſublime, and 
8 refined ſeale,. and they have all ſuffered the 


ſame mutilated and corrupted. fate, by the 


unity of the Godbead, he eſtabliſhed to him- 


rapidly embr aced by nineteen twentietlis of f 


§ 31. WIE 


[ 4] 


„ 
Wr have occaſionally arraigned the pur- 
ſuits of mankind, in ſearch of knowledge, arts, 
and ſciences. We ſhall not in this expoſition 
; tritely quote Solomon as our oracle; although 
by long experience he found them all futile 
and vain: our aim is, to prevent the miſap- 5 
plication of time, expence, and talents, : 
7 which might be employed to better purpoſes, 
Whether we ſucceed or not, it muſt be allowed 
that our intentions and attempt are laudable; 
| in order to which, we will, with deference, | 
analiſe a few of che moſt capital, and _ 
with the moſt eee 


1 32. - 
Tus Chaldeans, according to our - Emitedd : 
5 records and ideas, are ſuppoſed to have been 


the firſt aſtronomers. Their obſervations on 
the annual revolutions and motions of the 1 
1 viſible luminaries, as far as they conduced to 85 


inſtruct them in the return of times and 


ſeaſons . 


4] 


ſeaſons for the cultivation of the earth, was 


natural and proper; it was a ſimple and 
uſeſul knowledge, which exiſts to this day in 


all countries, upon the ſame artleſs principles, | | 
| buy a race totally ignorant of aſtr onomy as a ] 
ii T ſeience. Of what real uſe or importance is it to 14 
— mankind 7 in general, to know whether the ſun 
. moves round the planets, or the planets round : 
the ſun? or whether his place i in the Zodiac 
5 is in Leo, Libra, Taurus, &c.? of what ſigni- 
b fication i is it to know whether our glc obe ſtands | 
4 ill, or has a daily rotation from Weſt to Eaſt! 5 
The folution of theſe, and many other phœ- . 
6 nomena, may be 1 ingenious; but the wiſely ö 
ignorant (if the expreſſion may be allowed) 
in theſe abſtruſe and unprofitable reſearches | 
5 are as happy, and probably more fo, than the 
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a few, whom vanity has prompted to ſignalize 
. 5 themſelves as beings of a ſuperior rank. 


* he unlearned, the multitude, are ſatisfied | 
with obſerving. the uſeful obvious effetts, 
: without diving for profound and hidden 
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cauſes, which lie out of their depth. They 
| fee, with placid minds and gratitude, the ſun, 
| moon, and ſtars, riſe and ſet, and the alter- 
| nate viciſſitudes of light and darkneſs, day and 


night; and adore the' Being who firſt created EY 
them, and gave motion to the whole:—not ſo 


| the Chaldeans; for as they are ſuppoſed to be 

| the firſt aſtronomers, they are alſo deemed to 

; E have been the firſt idolaters, by the inſtiga- ; : 
tion of the malignant ſpirits, who from this 

| aſtronomical root branched out the ſcience of Ke, 
E Judicial aſtrology, which infamouſly taught, e 
| that from certain conjunctions, aſpects, and a 
combinations of the ſtars and planets, the 


inevitable fate of every individual Was diſ- ” 
- tinctly marked; and that they themſelves | 


„ only were their infallible inter preters. : The Y 


; Prieſthood, in early days, arrogated to them- : 


Z {elves this ſpecies of deceit; and to this day, 1 
iin the Eaſt, continue to avail themſelves of 


* with conſiderable emoluments; but they 


have dropped it it in the: more Selene Weſt, 3 


1 4 1 


and a few needy wretches amongſt the laity 
15 have taken it up, under the title of fortune 
tellers, who never fail of dupes in the lower 
ranks of the people. On the whole, it muſt 
| appear incongruous by. reaſon and common 
4 ſenſe to imagine, that the Drrry can be 


pleaſed with theſe vague purſuits, and at- 


1 tempts to penetrate his impenetrable laws of 
: creation. The theories of this ſcience have 
0 ever been ideal, at variance, and contradic- 
tory, the one exploding the other; and ſo it 
will be ad infinitum; therefore, the utmoſt 


that can be faid of the celebrated labours of 


its profeſſors, i is, that they have exhibited a 
0 profuſion « of deep erudition and exalted genius 
to very little purpoſe, reſpecting the well- 

; being or felicity of the general; and that 
the ſuperior talents of Pythagoras, Ptolomy, J 


Copernicus, T yeho Brachæ, Gallileo, Des 
Cartes, Newton, and the reſt of the ſtar- # 
gazers, have been totally miſapplied: and it Þ 
is our opinion, that the admired line of Pope, 


= « And ſhow a Newrox as we ſhow an ape,” 
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(alludin g to the ſuppoſed wonder of the | 


celeſtial beings on his arrival amongſt them) 
which 1 18 commonly underſtood to be a high 
compliment paid to that great man, (for 


great he certainly was) rather carries with! it 
a concealed ſatire, 


og 32. | 
Wr will next conſider the art of Naviga- 


tion, to which aſtronomy and geography have 5 1 8 
| been aiders and abettors; and here we may ſay, 

2 - that the malignant ſpirits ſeem to have reached . 

q the ne Plus ultra, or extreme of their malicious 

? purpoſes, for the perpetual confuſion. and 1 

F 5 deſtruction of all mortal forms. It is highly wo 
E im probable, that when the Derry planted the _ 

ny, : different regions of this globe with the fallen 
| ſpirits, or intelligent beings, his deſign was, 
"al | they ſhould ever have communication with 
4 11 each other; his placing the expanded and OC- 
f 5 occaſionally tempeſtuous « ocean between them 

: | exhibits an | inconteſtible proof to the con- 7 


trary. 
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trary. But in this, as in every thing elſe, 
man has counteracted his wiſe and benevo- 
lent intentions. T; his art firſt created diſ- 
: content in the minds of men with the lot | 
and ſtation marked out for them by their 5 
5 Creator, (for touching the ſuppoſed d. iſperfion 
of the original inhabitants of the earth from 
| the plains of Shinar, we look upon it, and | 
we hope without offence, as merely ideal or 
allegory, as other productions of the ſame 
author undoubtedly are.) It excited new. N 
5 cravings, and imaginary wants, and as men 
found they had acquired the means of grati- = 
fying them, they ſet no bounds to their 
| paſſions and appetites; in proceſs of time they | 
invaded every quarter of the globe, and 
marked their way with horror and deſola- = 
| tion, under the covert ſpecious pretence of 
extending commerce, (a ſcience which cannot 9 5 
be too often execr rated) accompliſhed by the 
ruin and murder of millions, to glut the 
avarice and wanton deſires of the few: wit- 
neſs ” 


= 


DOI PIT WP RS dt Want 8 ö R — A, ae de 4 9 7 "ES - : 3 * 
N nenne . eld on 
j ͤ¹öÄA ³⁰˙· Ü 


1 


neſs the conqueſt of Mexico and Peru, the 
bloody tranſactions and cruelties attending 
the Eaſtern expeditions, the circumnaviga- 
tors, buccaneers, &c. &c. Surely the inter- 
ferin; g hand of Providence cannot be ſuppoſed 
to have a ſhare in ſuch atrocious deeds, with- 
out a degree of f blaſphemy. 


8 33. 
Tux art of Printing, what dire miſchiefs : 


= has it not produced? what diſſentions, civil 


5 and religious, moral and divine, has it not 


| excited! in the boſoms of contending mortals? 


what ſavage cruelties, bloodſhed, andmurders, 


has it not been the cauſe of ? what deſtruction . 


to general peace, and tr anquility pbk a 0 
- private, has it not been the parent of? FE 4 
has ever been the ſucceſsful weapon of * 


3 cord, in the hands of the malignant ſpirits, 5 
* to ſtimulate to lawleſs ambition, ſedition, and 
| rebellion; it has propagated and diſſeminated : 


controverſial feuds and principles, deroga- 


tor y | 
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Far 


ay to the being and majeſty of as, and his 
divine attributes; it has dared to publiſh and 
circulate productions, whoſe tendency could | 


_ 4. 
* 1 . * 
P 2 : 
. . 


only vitiate and deſtroy the morals and virtues 
of mankind; and for one grain of good this 
art has produced, it has ſown a pound of evil, 

which has ſprung up an hundred-fold. The : 


1 : productions of Romance, Fiction, Novels, 5 
ä 1 Poetry, and Mufic, although poſſibly the leaſt 
| Rn. exceptionable of all the dependant tribes on 


this art of printing, have nevertheleſs, im- 

proper and dangerous tendencies; they are 
all calculated chiefly to amuſe, and lull to 
ſtupor the imaginations of thoughtleſs be- 


Ll ings; to tickle the ears, and feed the ſenſes of 5 
| T2 the voluptuous and extravagant; and lead 1 
ES aſtray | the minds, particularly of the youth = 
9 1 f both ſexes, from more uſeful and eſſential 


RR. applications. The tenets of a few moral ; 
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writers diſſeminated by this art; may ave 7 


33 * 
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# . produced ſome partial good, but the immo- 
1 ralities ſcattered and circulated by the ſame 


channel, i 
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channel, have overballanced them tenfold. 
* Some writers exalt human nature to a de- 
© gree of excellence they have no claim or 
* pretenſions to; others debaſe it to a degree 

t too humiliating;” although, by the general. 
bent, the latter ſeems to have demonſtration 3 
on their ſide. The philoſophic diſquiſitions 
propagated by this art, have only ſerved to . 
8 miſlead and puzzle the multitude, a and con- 5 
found the underſtandings | of all. Some 


1 * Philoſophers | have ane matter; 


ce others have materialized ſpirit;” ſome have 


affixed a preciſe birth to the duration of = 
- the world, others make i it eternal. In mort, 5 
and to cloſe this ſection, there are no abſur- „ 


8 dities or extravagancies that could be ſtarted 
in the imagination, that this art has not been 5 
the nurſing mother to, to the utter confu- 


ſion of all right and wrong; 7 but 1 in a land of e 


5 freedom, the liberty, or rather the licentiouſ- 


5 neſs, of the preſs is not to be reſtrained, 5 


1 although every evil is s attendant o on it. Here 7 


it may be faid, with a ſhite, *© You, notwith- 

; ſtanding, avail yourſelf of this art, to obtrude 
your crudities on the public,” To this we 
hall only anſwer, that we wiſh every author 
took up the pen from the ſame benevolent 

. motives, the art would then not be a ſubject = 
. for cenſure. . 2 


834. 


Por Tics, or the arts of legerdemain, ; 


| fineſſe, circumvention, deceit, and fraud. . 
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” Surely it can be no offence to fay, that the E 
7 interfering hand of Providence has no ſhare 
"9 this yy buſineſs. bh 


$4 35. 

Taerics, or che art of war i murder. : 

: [Wel have juſt peruſed the particular detail of 85 

the attack and defence in a late ſiege.] | 0 

: ETERNAL One! is it poſlible thou canſt par- a 
don the belief and imputation, that thy 

Divine Providence interferes, or has any — 

95 concern, 25 


R 
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1 5 1 


concern, in the works af; this infernal and 


diabolical art If the principles of this art, 
. taken in all its parts and direful conſequen- 
ces, is not a proof that the Derry is only a 
| paſſroe ſpeftator of the tranſactions of man- 
kind, we give up the point; but will fill 
| flatter ourſelves, that on mature reflection . 
| every thinking * will conclude as we e do. 


Z WY ” 
"Ph HE art of: Painting in all its branches. 5 


8 Although we are moſt ſenſible that i in this 

ſection we ſhall draw upon ourſelves the cen- - 

1 ſure of crowned heads, academical ſocieties, 7 
and the opulent; and the ſcorn and reſent- 
ment of the combined groupe of connoiſſeurs nl eco 

os and virtuoſi, yet we ſhall not heſitate to pro- 
nounce the general rage for this ſcience an 
irrational, unprofitable, and miſchievous Pur- 2 

1 ſuit, both i in its profeſſors and admirers; an - 

: art conceived by indolence, brought forth by : 

| va nity, nurſed by affectation, and fuppartes 
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by pride, oftentation, and prodigality; — 


whereby immenſe treaſure is ſunk, to the 


injury of the ſtate, in uſeleſs lumber and 


dead ſtock, whilſt the poor and indigent are 


ſtarving at our gates. But our iſe dixit ſhall 
not here ſuffice. The ſupport of ethicks, 
or morals, ought to be the prime view and 
i effort of every artiſt, let his profeſſion be 

5 what! it will; let us try how far the profeſſors 

and productions of this art have tended to 

propagate them. The ſubjects ſelected by e 

the moſt celebr ated artiſts have been gene- : 
rally taken from Pagan theology and mytho- 

: logy, which cannot conduce to that great : 
end; others have choſen ſubjects from the 
8 religions of later times, as the Annunciation, 
, Conception, &c. which at the ſame time that 
they excited a veneration for the art, it per- 

8 petuated the ſuperſtitions, follies, and ab- 
1 ſurdities it records. Our pen would bluſh to 
. enumerate the indecent works of ſome of 1 

theſe celebrated ar tiſts, whoſe names ſhould 1 


be 


1 


de ſunk. in oblivion, as well as their produe- 


| tions, which act more powerfully and dan- 
. geroully « on the imagination than any immo- 
ralities conveyed by the preſs. But we will 
analiſe this ſcience a little farther, and begin ; 


with hiſtorical paintings, as firſt in dignity: 


- This repreſents remarkable events and tranſ- 
actions, exhibits battles, ſieges, triumphal E 
entries of heroes, tyrants, and conquerors; | 

. aims to perpetuate incidents, and the memory ; 

of a race of beings, which have been a peſt to 
ſociety, a diſgrace to the human form and 
intellect, and the bane of all moral rectitude. . 
Not ſo was employed che immor tal Hoca Tn, 
whoſe unequalled genius and pencil laboured 
to impreſs, on the minds of the vicious, "a 

2 moral lecture in perpetuity. | Landſcape and 

1 8 paſtoral Painting is a vague, futile, inade- 5 

ö 2 quate attempt to copy and repreſent the : 

. beauties of nature, which falls infinitely ſhort : 0 
af the original, although executed by the 5 

moſt maſterly hand; therefore to what real 
0 uſe 
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_ule is this labour beſtowed! ? a waſte of time 
and talents to cover a wall, when at the ſame 
time a man may look out of his window, 
and enjoy the ſubject in much higher and 5 
tranſcendant Perfection. Portrait painting 
| can have had no motives for its ſource and 
35 ſupport, buta family pride, vanity, and oſten- 2 
tation. Reaſon will whiſper, that if the object 5 
repreſented be impreſſed on the heart, it 18 
totally uſeleſs; if it be not, the pr reſervation ; 
of the ſemblance i is truly farcical: again, if a 
departed object was dear to us, and the re- 4 
membrance of it a drawback on our internal 
peace, prudence will whiſper it cannot be too 
| ſoon. forgot. What has been advanced = 
5 painting, is equally applicable to Statuary, | 
ancient and modern. The rage for both, 
5 amongſt the pretended Cognoſcenti, has been | 
8 carried to a moſt ridiculous extreme. | Ta 
15 cloſe this ſection, we will readily allow, that 
prodigies of genius in theſe arts have graced 
: the world 1 in all ages, the more is the Pity; 


as 


3 


as in general, this claſs of 1 men are e polite, : 
inoffenſive 1 in their manners, and of good 
morals, endowed with penetration, acute ob- 
ſervation, and ſagacious: with theſe talents 
and qualities, they would be ornaments to, 
and more uſeful members of the community, 5 
if their genius had a more active bias for the _ 


real benefit of their fellow- Creatures. 


ARCHITECTURE, as far as it conduced * = 

5 comfort, convenience, and ſhelter from the 
inclemency of ſeaſons, was. neceſſary; but all 

beyond, in the eye of reaſon, 1 18 excited by 

FE vanity, profuſion, and luxury; and is futile 

3 and unſtable in the enjoyment, as every day 8 

experience and obſervation fully evince. The e 

1 great erect palaces they ſeldom viſit, and up- 15 5 

| hold them only for a ſhow, to be gaped at by : 

T the caſual paſſenger; the diſcaſe i is infectious, 

2 | : it pervades. the little great, and lower ranks 


of the people; and we may venture to aſſert, 1 
that 
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that more diſtreſs, difficulties, and ruin, have 

been brought on families and individuals, 
from this miſchievous ſcience and rage of 
building, than from any other mad propen- 


ſity that e ever took poſſeſſion of the brain of 
man. ; 


$38. 
We ey yet left a large field to explore, : 


7 but will ſtop here, having, to all unprej judiced 8 
5 minds, proved the inutility, fallacy, and miſ- 
chievous tendency, of thoſe ſciences already | 
handled, reſpecting their imaginary real benefit 
. and happineſs to mankind. The utile dulce on © g 
= ſcience point out themſelves; as moral, ny 
- tural, and experimental philoſophy, agricul- 5 : 
ture, mechanics, &c. wherein the viſible ten- 
- dency promotes and | ſecures the general good: 


. One moral, or a mere W deed, 


: « © Does all deſert 1 in fangs exceed.” . 


5 The viciſſitudes of events have own manifeſt 
| throughout all ages; our confined records 


have 


e 


have ſhewn, that one part of this globe has 
been enlightened, whilſt another has been 


obſcured in blindneſs, i ignorance, and barba- 


riſm; and again, theſe enlightened, and the 

| others ſunk in darkneſs, Nor is it at * 
. improbable, but that thoſe arts and diſcove- | 
ries, which z are, by : an unwarrantable conceit, . 

Gi attributed as it were to yeſterday, may have 
7 Houriſhed, and been loſt alternately, in diffe- 

1 rent regions, for a ſpace of fifty thouſand r 
millions of years back, for anything we. really e 
know to the contrary. Chronology 1 18 one of | 

: the leaſt excuſable reſearches that has em- 

- ployed the genius of indolent, ſedentary men; . 

5 much ſtudy and pains have been waſted, to 

. affix and adjuſt certain Kras, epochas, dynaſ- 

FT ſties, &c. to events which are of no eſſential 

- importance. : Chronologiſts have proceeded | 

on the vague hypotheſis of the wor Id having 

. been 1 in exiſtence only about ſix thouſand 

| years; 5 but here they all differ 1 in their calcula- 
tions, and no wonder, : as they worked | in the 
| rk ES: dark = 


3 a Ao IE . een Bots Ae 34 Os — > 
. 
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dark, hat any certain principle. The 
chronology of the Eaſt and Weſt differ more 
than their latitude and longitude. The Egyp- : 


tians, if we may credit Herodotus, prove me 


exact periods of the ſun's riſing twice in the 
weſt, and ſetting 1 in the eaſt, by the revolu- 
tions of the planetary ſyſtem; the Chineſe go 
5 beyond them; and the Gentoos ſtill exceed, 
and calculate the birth and duration of the 
material formed univerſe toa day, upon prin- 7 


 ciples we have ſhewn elſewhere: and after 


all, to what valuable purpoſe have the la- 


5 bours and erudition of an UsnR or a N EW= 


TON, &c. been expended, when it matters 


not whether the creation of the univerſe was 5 


fix thouſand or fixty millions of years paſt; ” 


whether this, that, or the other incident, 
=: event, or tranſaction, fell out in this, that, 
or any other period of time. Equally futile 


5 have been the warm and idle conteſts between 


5 nations, touching their antiquity; but more 
ſuperlatively ridiculous in individuals, the 
8 i. | 


TTY 


pride, vanity, and folly of ; pedigree — But 
| to reſume the PORE: objects of our dis- ; 


f quiſition. 55 


8 309. 


on a retroſpective view of the riſe, pro- 55 
greſs, ſummit, declenſion, and fall, of all 1 
empires, kingdoms, and ſtates, that ever ex- 
iſted; according to hiſtorical annals facred and 
profane, (a diſtinction, we confeſs, we do not 
underſtand) we ſhall find they were replete, 
- through every period of their various ſtages, : 
with fraud, violence, oppreſſion, rapine, mur- 
der, and every other deviation from moral 
1 rectitude, which a depraved and diabolical : 
nature. « can be capable of. For particular 7 
Inſtances we need not have recourſe to remote 
times and regions, when we are ſupplied 1 with 
ample recent matter nearer home. We will 
take the liberty of reciting a few, which ſin- 
: gularly mark the vindictive and deſtructive 9 5 
| genius of man. Let. us caſt an n indignant eye 


on 


Fr 


on che ſlau ghter and devaſtation following the 
various invaſions of Gaul and Britain, and 
: the long and inveterate conteſt for the ſubjec- 
tion of France by the latter; the wretched and 
depopulated ſtate of theſe our kingdoms, du- 
ring the barbarous and bloody ſtruggle be- 
= tween the Houſes of York and Lancaſter; the 
fire and faggot reign of our firſt Mary; t the 
= miſerable ſtate of a neighbouring kingdom, 
during the long and ſan guine conflict between 5 
. Catholic and Hugonot; the obſtinate trial for 
Oo dominion on one fide, and liberty on the other, 
| between Spain, and the United Seven Nether- : 
land Provinces; and laſtly, the civil war in 
theſe kingdoms, during part, and ſubſequent | 
to the reign of Charles 5 when an univerſal ” 
delirium | ſeized on all ranks of the people, 
= and furious fanatics, ſpurred on and aided by 
— ſubtle, concealed, political fraud, overthrew N 
. the government in church and ſtate, pretend- 
4 ing on every occafion, an impulſe divine, 
under che \proteftion of Gov, and his peculiar | 


provi dence, 
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| providence, as a ſanction for the moſt atroci- 
ous crimes, and in violation of every thing 

ſacred; as the public manifeſtos, addreſſes, . 
declarations, &c. of thoſe diſtracted times, 

are amply pregnant with, and fully demon- 5 
ſtrate, —Theſe few recent inſtances, which 

exiſted as it were but yeſterday, we preſent i 

only as ſpecimens, or ſamples, of what man- 

| kind has been almoſt from his firſt deſtination : 

L under his preſent form; as from the hiſtories , 

of all nations, ſimilar inſtances might 1 
produced in confirmation. : This being the 
real ſtate of the caſe, and will be ſo we fear, 

; m perpetuity, do we not ſtand Juſtified a: 

: : concluding and ſaying, that if fifty thouſand. 

: devils, or malignant ſpirits, had been inveſted 15 

b with the guidance, interference, and govern- = _ 

: ment of empires, kingdoms, and ſtates, and 1 

ö tranſactions of man, they could not, more _ 
: fully, effettually, and uniformly, have de- 
} ſtroyed his peace and felicity, both here and 1 
| hereafter, than man. himſelf has done; ans 


vet 5 


66 J 


yet theſe are the works we impiouſly attri- 
bute to the interference and influence of our 
benevolent, juſt, and merciful Gop; ; Whereas, 
on the contrary, it fully proves that man is 
abandoned, and left to the free operations of 
. his own benevolent or malevolent will. We 
will cloſe this part of our diſquiſition with 
this final concluſion, that an immediate i in- 

| terfering, peculiar, and partial providenee, 
and free-agency, are incompatible. with each 
other, and cannot nw exiſt 1 in the nature 


of things. 1 8 


8 40. | 
Fo Penmir us now to revert to the inſtances 
_ of our laſt ſection, and notice the active part 
Oo | Chriſtian Prieſthood tc ok in moſt. of 
them, if not in all; but more 7 
that claſs of them ſtiled Dignatories of the 
a Church. From authentic memoirs we find, 


5 that theſe malignant ſpirits, in place of 


i t up "Ts. Peace, and love, (the 
Pious 


1 


pious dictates of Him, whom they ſome- 
times, without any meaning, called Lord and 
Maſter) proved the very firebrands who ſet 
nations in a blaze! by the power and influ- 
ence they had obtained over the weak minds 
. Kings and people, we find them incendi- 
Karies, ſetting Kings againſt. their people, and 
the people againſt their Kings; and inſtead 
of inculcating the goſpel of peace, charity, 
and obedience to the laws, we find them 
1 | blowing the trumpet of ſedition and rebel 
2 a lion, and perſonally wieldin g the ſword of 
E blood and ſlaughter, at the head of armies! _ 
i We find them alſo, by the folly of their So- 
L vereigns, | poſſeſſing themſelves of the firſt * 
. offices in the ſtate, and aſſuming: a juriſdiction 
3 ſuperior to, and independant of the laws, 
3 and arrogating a rank above the nobles of 
: the land; and other attributes they uſurped, £ 
that are more particularly ſpecified in our 
21ſt ſection, to which we beg leave to refer. ? 
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8 41. 4 
Tur foregoing portrait of this clas of 


ſpirits, although more immediately applied 
to the Chriſtian Clergy of the times above 
alluded to, yet it 1s alſo Juſtly applicable to 
the ſame claſs, in every nation of the globe. b 
It was aptly ſaid, by a very competent judge 
of human nature, that * Prieſts of all reli- | 
_ © gions are the ſame;” their power, their 
8 influence, their conſequence, and depreda- ; 
tions, have ever been obtained under the . 
inſidious maſk. of ſome religious ſy een or 5 
5 other; the mockery, the fallacy, the impiety 
of all, will be obvious to every unprejudiced T 
1 mind, who ſtrictly ſcrutinizes their internal 
3 5 and external tenets and Principles —there- : 
fore, it is full time the maſk ſhould be taken 
-- of and mankind releaſed from the leading- : 
: ſtrings of uch religious nurſes, and reſtored 
= > native freedom, | | which has been 
ſhackled for ſo many ages, in ſuperſtitious ; 
- bondage. It will here, probably. 4 be aſked, 
What 
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Gop forbid: —his meaning, inten- 


tions, views, wiſhes, and ideas, are much the 5 
: reverſe, as the following ſections will clearly 1 


n 


To guard againſt the cenſure of indiſeri- 5 
x minate fatire, we, from our heart and know- | 
ledge, freely confeſs and believe, that there 
may have exiſted, and do exiſt i in all nations, 

| ſme even amongſt the dignified, as well as - E 
; ſubalterns, of the clerical claſs of ſpirits, who 2 
have abhorred and deteſted the pride, ambi- 

1 tion, and avarice of the order, and have 5 
ſtrictiy and piouſly adhered to the duties of | 
their facred function only: but alas!— 


* $ 43. . Hi- 


What does this mortal, this enthuſiaſt, this 
drawcanſir, mean or intend, by all this indiſ- = 

criminate abuſe and fatire? | Does he wiſh to 

: ſow the ſeeds of diſcord, fedition, anarchy, ; 

and confuſion?” Is it his view to embroil the 

churches and ſtates of all nations? Does he 

aim at t orertarning all religion, and religious 
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8 43. 


UrruzzTo our ſtrictures have been gene- 
ral and univerſal: we ſhall now confine our- 
_ ſelves within the Chriſtian pale. Our former 
labours tended to eſtabliſh the ſacred doctrine 
3 the UniTY and SUPREMACY of the Gop- 
HEAD, which, we humbly conceive, the 
_ liturgy and worſhip of every Chriſtian Church 
- palpably oppoſed and diſcountenanced. The 
| incomprehenſible dogmas | in favour of Poly- 
Dy theiſm, none but one of the prime malignant 1 
1 oY ſpirits animating the form of an Athanaſius, | 
could poſſibly have meditated, or propagated; 
- | and yet we ſtill retain theſe incomprehenſibles 
, in our worſhip! | We wiſh not the abolition 
of churches, | the Prieſthood, or religious | 
worſhip; ; our aim is, to, ſee them all reduced 
to ſuch a ſtandard as may do honour to Gov, 
| and be conſiſtent with reaſon, true piety, and | 
: propriety. It is true, the extenſive arm of 1 
: ſacerdotal power and influence, has in theſe 
b latter times been Aartened, and rendered leſs 
15 miſchievous: 
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miſchievous; but it is ; ill too long, and it 


D behoves every Chriſtian Government to cut it 


off. Permit us to expatiate on the various 
| miſeries, perſecutions, and cruelties, excited 
N and perpetrated by theſe malignant leaders of 
3 the Chriſtian Church, on every oppoſer of 
. a; various changes they have rung on the 


| pure, plain, ſimple, dictates and doctrines of 


CuR1sT, for the ſpace « of ſeventeen centuries 


© back; the recollection pains the imagination, 


humanity ſtarts at the idea of the numerous 

: maſſacres and ruin poured on the heads of = 

| ſocieties and individuals; inſomuch that a 
benevolent mind cannot avoid execrating the 

E . fatal diſtinction of Catholic and Proteſtant, : 

| 5 with their miſchievous tribes of diſſenters, 
= under every denomination. The ſubject is 
too ſerious and important to provoke = 
f E ” mirth, but philanthropy may without offence 75 
1 l | beſtow a pitying ſmile on the early. diviſion © 
| E 7 and later ſubdiviſions of the Chriſtian Church . 
„ and its „Fan into Catholic, Lutheran, . 

| F 3  Calviniſt, 7 


Calviniſt, 1 Puritan, Preſbyte: 
rian, Anabaptiſt, Quaker, Methodiſt, Mora- 
Vian, Sandimonian, with a long et cætera; all 
harbouring bitter rancour in their hearts 
againſt each other; each of this motley tribe 
| claiming infallibility from ſcraps taken from 
the ſame ſeriptures, variouſly interpreted, by 5 
the vain, dark, deſigning, ſelf-intereſted, 
malignant ſpirit at their head, as the different 
genius of each pointed out to their enthuſi⸗- 
aſtic and crafty brain, ſinking the others „ 
everlaſting perdition. F or our own part, = 
we profeſs ourſelves of no particular ſect 
whatſoever, but an adorer of One Gon, mn 
ſpirit and truth, and an humble follower and 5 
ſubſcriber to the unadulterated precepts and - 
doctrines of CunIsT. This ſhort confeſſion 


LT of our faith, we think neceſlary, to guard - 


againſt any miſconception or miſrepreſenta- < 


tion of our principles. The above juſt 


ſtigmas are ſuited to every other ſyſtem of 


x religion in the world, * which is in like 


manner 


THT 
manner divided and (ubdivided into ſeCtaries, 
and ſtrongly marks the follies and abſurdi- 


ties of mankind, under the influence and E 
85 guidance of wicked and intereſted leaders. 


$ 44. 
Warn a religious item 1s erected into 
5 whos 3 is called a Church, and endowed with 
temporalitics ; and powers, framed to overturn 1 85 


ſtates and kingdoms, j it then becomes a mere 


F political inſtitution, and the beſt evidence of 


its divine origin is deſtroyed; and when the . 

1 fallacy of ſuch a religion was attempted to 
be undermined by the profeſſors of pure 
ethicks, the Prieſthood, alarmed for their . 


A temporalities and powers, convened them- : 
ſelves together in the devil's name, and 


propagated a ſyſtem (originally) of meekneſs, 
peace, and mercy, by the arguments of = 


and ford Enthuſiaſts may boaſt the 


[6 influence of an enlightened religion,” and : 


draw a Juſt preference to the ori iginal d doctrines 3 
-F VVV I 


of CukISs T, on a compariſon with the Koran 
of Mahomet; but, alas! ſtubborn facts are 
againſt our hopes of a converſion to this 
| enlightened religion 1 in the inhabitants of the 
Eaſt, as it is now profe ſed. It is not the 


; real doctrines and precepts of Cuklsr, that 5 


Ale now either preached or practiſed. And - 


does not the annals of Chriſtendom, for a 
I ſeries of centuries, exhibit ſuch inſtances - 


. ſuperſtition, perſecution, cruelties and butch- 
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N erings, committed under the pretended ſanc- 
tion, influence, and title of this enligbrened 
15 religion, which were never yet perpetrated ; 

by Jew, Turk, or Pagan? on what grounds T 
” or baſis, then, can we expect converts to ſuch 
a religion, which had neither ſtability or 

uniformity, for half a century from its firſt ; 


_ promulgation? Its divine Author, and divine 
5 precepts, may virtually be ſaid to have been b 
= million of times crucified, ſince the ſacrifice 4 } 
of himſelf, in ſupport « of his doctrines; the i 

: teachers of the preſent enlightened ſyſtem, 

7” ſubſcribing 
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ſubſcribing to articles of faith they neither } 
comprehend or believe; and every ſet aſſ -- 


ming the name and title of Chriſtians, . = | 
without poſſeſſing one iota of the genuine „ 
ſpirit of Chriſtianity, either in ſentiment, 50 
purity of worſhip, or dieipline. „%%% : 4 


3 $ 45. r N 
x Tun above being the preſent ſtate of the = 
Chriſtian ſyſtem of religion, throughout all = 


Chriſtendom, without the ſmalleſt exaggera- Fo 
g tion, no one, we think, will be hardy enough 2 
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to deny, that a general reform 1s eſſentially 5 


| neceſſary, a and loudly called for, by the voice ” 
of true piety and reaſon. The radical cure we 


R 
Hann e NN 


. any evil, and its effects, cannot be expected, 


without minutely tracing it to its original 35 
3 cauſe; we have glanced at this already, but 5 i 
F now we ſhall ſpeak ; more openly, and with- | = — 
| out reſerve pronounce, that all the evils with, I 
3 which mankind” has been peſtered in all = 
L ages, ſprung from an undue pre-eminence, 5 
g Power, EE: 
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of CuRIST, on a compariſon with the Koran 
| of Mahomet; but, alas! ſtubborn facts are 
5 againſt our hopes of a converſion to this 
enlightened religion 1 in the inhabitants of the 
| Eaſt, as it is now profe ſed. It is not the 
real doctrines and precepts of Cuxrsr, that | 
are now either preached or practiſed. And 
does not the annals of Chriſtendom, for a 
0 ſeries of centuries, exhibit ſuch inſtances of 
ſuperſtition, perſecution, cruelties and butch- 
erings, committed under the pretended ſanc- 5 
tion, influence, and title, of this enlightened IT 
| religion, which were never yet perpetrated 5 
by Jew, Turk, or Pagan? On what grounds 
or baſis, then, can we expect converts to ſuch T 


IQ} religion, which had neither ability or 
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uniformity, for half a century from! its firſt - 
7; promulgation? Its divine Author, and divine 
5 precepts, may virtually be faid to have been 
a million of times crucified, ſince the ſacrifice ” 
of himſelf, in ſupport of his doctrines; the 7 
: teachers of the preſent enſightencd/ ſyſtem, 8 
5 7 n 
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ſubſcribing to articles of faith they eite 
comprehend or believe; and every ſect aſſu- 
ming the name and title of Chriſtians, 
without poſſeſſing one iota of the genuine 
ſpirit of Chriſtianity, either in ſentiment, 


purity of 5 or 7 Neil. e 


Fg 


Tx HE above bility the preſent ſtate of the 
Chriſtian ſyſtem of religion, throughout all 
Chriſtendom, without the ſmalleſt exaggera- 
tion, no one, we think, will be hardy enough | 

J to deny, that a general reform 18 eſſentially 5 

4 = neceſſary, and loudly called for, by the voice 
ET of true piety and reaſon. The radical cure for 5 
any evil, and its effects, cannot be expected, 
1 without minutely tracing it to its original 7 
| 5 cauſe; we have glanced at this already, but | 
g now we ſhall ſpeak more openly, and with- ; 

g out reſerve pronounce, that all the evils with 

; which mankind” has been peſtered in all : 
agen, ſprung from an undue ee 5 


Power, „ 


176 


power, and emoluments, aſſumed by, hi 
| weakly granted to the prieſthood.” According 
to the political modes of government in 
ſtates, a diſtinction of ſuperior and ſubordinate 1 
5 ranks and degrees became eſſentially neceſ- 
ſary; but as Politicks and Religion have no 5 
relation to each other, but always move in 5 
diametrically oppoſite directions, there never | 
could have been any neceſſity | for thoſe ranks, 
degrees, and diſtinctions, in the government 
of a Church, or in the adminiſtration of the 1 
5 holy functions. Herein our ancient politi- 
: eians committed an egregious and unpardon- - 
able blunder and ſoleciſm 1 in politicks; but | 
they knew not the artful, encroaching, Ma- 
. chiavelian ſpirits they had to deal with, nor 
i, adverted to the Eaſtern proverb, which ſays, | 
« Give ſome people a finger, and they will 
1 ; « ſoon take your whole hand. 85 Touching the | 
: emoluments granted to the Prieſthood, under 5 
e the ſtile of temporalities and patrimonies of 
7 the Church, the eee of the meaſure 0 
. has 


97 


has been tet. in all ages, 10 the mail. 


chievous uſe that has been perpetually made 


of them, as all hiſtory demonſtrates. A 
learned and pious Biſhop, above a century 
and a half back, preached and proteſted 
againſt temporalities being annexed to the _ 
Church, [vide Sir Richard Baker s uſeful and 
| Hborious chronicles] and the opening of our 
4 44th ſection are the ſentiments of a dignified 
L member of the Church, deſervedly celebrated _ 
as the moſt acute moral writer that has 
graced this latter age. All temporalities an- 
nexed to Popedoms, Archbiſhopricks, Biſhop- 8 
ricks, Deaneries, Prebendaries, Vicarages, bs 
Rectorſhips, Colleges, &c. were originally 


. alienations from the publick 


fiderate rulers, and ſovereigns; it is noto- 


rious, and confirmed | by eccleſiaſtical 


hiſtory, 585 


ock, ſurrepti- 1 
tiouſſy and fraudulently obtained, by the > 
: artful ſuggeſtions and influence the Prieſt- = 

| hood had acquired, over the minds and con- 

t ; ſciences of their reſpective weak and } incon- : 
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hiſtory, that all ſeminaries, colleges, &c. for 
the drilling and training members for the 
Church, were founded and endowed at the 

inſtigation of the clergy, for the immediate 

benefit of themſelves or their ſucceſſors; it is 
allowed they are alſo ſeminaries for the ad- 
vancement of uſeleſs arts and ſciences: but, 
7 query, have they not likewiſe proved ſemi- 55 
naries of vice, übertiniſm, and lewdneſs, to 
the detriment of real morals and virtue. 

. Let it not therefore appear ſtrange or fingu- 
0 lar, or facrilege 1 in us, our attempting ww -- 
diveſt the Church of! its temporalities; in fact, 5 
95 it has no legal right to them, nor is it the 
5 Church \ we diveſt; it is the over-fed poſſeſſors 
55 of them we propoſe to ſtrip, that they may 5 
3 revert in juſtice and equity to the original 
8 rightful owners, Tur PuBLIc, and be appro- L 
= priated to the relief of the preſent heavy and 
deplorable exigencies of the STATE. And in 
this, we have no doubt but we ſhall be ſup- 
ported by the votes of ninety- nine in the 
hundred = 


tm 1 


Buddel of the inhabitants of every Chriſtian 


| country; and the Clergy themſelves, if they 
| poſſeſsa grain of conſcience, publick ſpirit, and 
| love ſor their country, (which we will not 
ae doubt) will not heſitate a moment to ſay 
| Amen; eſpecially as it is not our intention 
j to ſend the Prieſthood a grazing, but only 
| 5 to reduce them to a reſpectable level. The 
| abject ſlavery and dependance of the ſubaltern 5 
: Clergy has long been a reproach | to the 
| | Church and Legiſlature of every Chriſtian 
} : Government; but if our plan takes place, 
| there ſhall not be a ragged Curate, in his 


5 Majeſty 8 dominions at leaſt. As Propoſiti- N 
ons are now become the mode of addreſs on 


5 all occaſions, we ſhall adopt it in our next 


1 

3 

3 ſee tior 

1 15 2 
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| Prof tion uf. It is humbly pr ropoled, : 
that the dignified Clergy under every deno- 


5 mination, be diveſted of all Rank, Precedence, 


and 


2 ——-' —ö— . ²˙ ꝗU— —- = 


. 1 80 1 


> 


and Title, i in the Church and State; faving 
and excepting that of Doctor in Divinity only, . 


which every member of the Church ſhall in- 


diſcriminately enjoy, 0 on the ſame reſpectable 


and rational level. 


{See 2. That a period be put to the long, 
' miſchievous, illegal, and irreligious practice 
. of mixing temporalities with ſpiritualities; ] 
i and that all endowments of whatſoever kind, 
annexed to Cathedrals, Churches, Chapels, fo, 
: and Colleges, be ſequeſtered, reſtored, and 
appropriated to the relief of the exigencies _ 
of the ſtate, and (Ry? burdens « of the . 153 


Pe Prop. 3. 5 hat the forms of ordination, 
ſubſcription, a and degrees, be totally aboliſhed 
as uſeleſs, and to the full as farcical as the L 
ES oli epiſeopari; and that the King, as ſu- 
- preme head of the Church, ſhall, by himſelf, a 
1 by delegation to bis Miniſters of State, > 
THEE occafionally o ordain and preſent men of ſound oy 
and 
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and tried morals and underſtanding, to the 
beſt of their knowledge and information; 
profound learning, and knowledge in the 
dead — 5 ** — . 


| Pri 4. That a -eomlideenble. reduction 35 
[ ſhall be made in the number of churches, and 
] | every. church be independant, and but oC 
: incumbent to each church; and in caſe of 


+ ſickneſs, or other inability, his place ſhall be 


ſupplied by the incumbent of the next ad- 


5 joining pariſh, on proper notice given of the 
: neceſſary variation of the hour for the com- ; 
= mencement of the ſervice, 


Pk 5. That a fipend © five hundred = 


= pounds per annum, exempt : fi om all taxes, 5 


BY office a and deduétions whatſoever, be 


* chin hundred for every « one ned, in 2 
ö lieu of all tithes, ſurplice- fees, and other : 


| perquiſites, with a i decent and commodious 


parſonage : 


— — — = 
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parſonage houts, handſomely furniſhed at 
all points, in the vicinity of the church, the 
whole to be kept in repair by the govern- 
ment; the ſtipend to be paid from the trea- 

: ſury half yearly, the firſt half year in advance 
upon their induction: as theſe ſtipends are 
more than equal to landed eſtates of eight . 
and five hundred pounds per annum, it can- | 
not but be deemed a reſpecrable proviſion, LD 
Whether the exigencies of the ſtate can admit 
Of: this ample proviſion, the legiſlature alone 
; are the competent Judges. 


Prop. 6. That the reduced Dignitaries, i in - 
compenſation. for their loſſes i in temporali- 
ties, ſhall have the preference on the new 1 
5 preſentations taking place, and next to them | 
the doors 1 in divinity of the preſent eſta- = 
bliſhment; but as our plan only propoſes « one 
incumbent for each church, the ſupernume- ” 
raries in orders, which overflow the land, | 
$ muſt not be left to ſtarve; therefore we pro- - 
55 | 50 1 


* * * * ” - 9 ö q ö 6 2 A n 
. * " 8 ä WWW ou * * b : * = * 1 - : - 3 — > e 
" OAT vp N - 2 $f * 66 * cc 82 R R * 2 3 — . 3 ** ky 4 9 5 SO 1 7 ? 4 . * . . 8 r „000 on RS n * _—— 
2 ͤ DE EE Tide £44k VT 133 33 I r F r 3 VFC 32 og re BL $3 e TOY +" ee , d  TNONe: ; 
r f ELIA i o HS o F r II CIT OIL OI or Rn > 5 DEE TS Ee OL IAN SE RE pet oh tos . ES Se. 4»: 5. 8 E LCM EOF WL Sf > . RET Sx 5, es ITS, 3 88 42 . ad N _ 
. 2 Ee Ee 22 rat 2 eo Gp. I gd SOT Cage! 2 d LL TT eg eh k N N r * e eee . | : A 


2 4 FT) N "ot 
W 


* r WE" n yo 
Py PE 5 
A 
5 * r 


TY 1- 


”Y an annuity of one hundred pounds ſhall 
be ſettled upon them for their lives; and as 


many of them will drop off annually, the 1 
| ſtate will be ſoon releaſed from that burden. 


= P r 2 7. That the Doctors ſhall ſill retain | 
4 5 the honorary titles, inſignia, and emoluments, 
FE (if there are any) of being chaplains to his 


* and the e. 


I 


Tux ics equitable propoſitions put 5 

a top to the oppreſſions and grievances of : 
eccleſiaſtical courts, to the ſcandalous and 
5 ſhameful trade and traffick of religion, | 28 

' praftiſed i in all Chriſtian churches, for ſimo- 
1 niacal pluralities, lay preſentations, diſpen- | 
1 > 1 ations, &c. they ſet every member of the 5 
1 church upon an equal and reſpectable foot- 1 
| ing; they preclude tithing, pregnant with 
dire miſchiefs and cruelties in our ſiſter 
kingdom, and the never. cealing ſource of 


enmity, 


5 church are as pious, learned, and reſpe E 


4] 


enmity, rancour, and contention, between 1 


the clergy and laity, and conſequently raife 


the value of landed property throughout me”. 
realm; and are alſo pregnant with many | 
other ſalutary conſequences, to the honour ; 
1 Gop and true religion, and the eaſe and 
eſſentially neceſſary emoluments of the ſtate; 


and detrimental only to a very few indivi- | 


: duals 3 in compariſon with the whole- diſtreſſed 
community. We will readily admit, that 8 
the preſent dignitaries of our eſtabliſhed - 


body, as ever graced any age or nation; but 
3 ſtill they poſſeſs and riot in the ſpoils of the 
d PuzlIc, ſedulouſiy, fraudulently, and ille- 
gally obtained by their predeceſſors, | and | 

| therefore cannot in conſcience maintain their | 
right to them. Weare ſenſible, however, we 
= ſhall draw on ourſelves the bitter indignation $ 


- and reſentment. of the dignified prieſthood 
of all Chriſtian churches, (it muſt be allowed 
255 they have ſome provocation) but we ſhall 
: ſhelter 5 F 


= fhelter ourſelves under the conſcious inte- 
grity of our intentions for the good of the 
E common-weal, and leave the defence of our 


cauſe to o their ſubatterns. br 


$48. 


= Tur moſt arduous part of our various 
: ſubjects, Religious Worſhip, now only remains 
q | for diſcuſſion; and here we muſt lament 8 
H | inadequate: abilities for ſo important a matter, 8 


- relying. on the indulgence of our readers, 


and hi 


9 imperfect outlines, for we will not preſume ez 


= to een, to ourſelves any hi * merit. 


4 49. 


E We cannot open our intereſting ſubjedt | - 
| better, than with the words and ſentiments 5 
: of the great Chancellor Hrpr, in his cele- - 

: : brated ſpeech to both Hou ſes of Parliament, e 
1 (the ſectarilts of thoſe times) immediately 
. after | 


* —— —ü4ë—ðͥ . ꝓ!!— 


ping that wiſer heads will correct, | 
| ſupply, and fill up, the deficiencies of our 


| | 

1 
= 
ö 
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after the reſtoration of Charles the ſecond; 


How would they (the primitive Chriſtians) 


ce look upon our ſharp and virulent conten- 5 
C © tions and debates on the Chriſtian Religion, 
40 and the bloody wars that have proceeded : 
== from thoſe contentions; whilſt every one 
8 * pretended to all the marks of the true church, ; 
bo except only that which! is inſeparable from 
36, charity to one another,” Theſe were I 
: the times, as before remarked, of general 
diſtraction, when fanaticiſm and enthuſiaſm = 
3 rode triumphant. But what ſhall we ſay to 


thoſe earlier times, and to thoſe very primitive 2 


24 Chriſtians, whoſe examples were only fol- 
lowed on the ſame principles, by thoſe of 
5 later times. The early ſeparation of the Greek 
2 Church marked the inſtability of the ſyſtem, ” 
and the ſame virulent contentions and de- 
bates, and the ſame bloody wars, ſoon ſuc- 7 
ceeded, ſtirred up and inſtigated by thoſe 
then (and 1 now to our reproach) {tiled Fathers - 
ws the Church. Fi rom them thoſe diſſentions, 
| ay 


8 
8 
7 
03 
_ 
Wc 
b 
* 
Moo 
by 

A 

"> 

*A 

__— 
N "I 

FJ 

* 

I 

1 vis 
1 
=s 

„ 

* 

* 
WE 
- —— 

2884 
= x 
"== 
__ 
1 . 
8 
b ö 
EF - 
3 
1 
3 
3 
* 
1 
bes 
_ 
be 
bo 
_—_ 
3 
3 
_ 
= 8 
1 Y 
= 
_—= 
= 
5 
- 4 
= 
_ 
= 
_ 
"=" "248 
_ 
v4 
_ 
=. 
2 We 
=... 
1 
_ 4 
= 
W__ 
_ 8 
1 
1 
1 
= w 
_ 
=_ 
1 : 
== 
= 
- Y 
3 3 
== 
_ <8 
3 
= 
_ 
= 
_ 
_ G 
_ 
2 7 na 
* 5 
_ : 
= 4 
_ 
= 
_— 
> 
WH 5 
. A 
3» . 
1 
> 30 I 
_—w_ 
_— 
"40 
Y . 
==> 
_ 
1 
BL 
* 
— 
_—_— 
=_ 
_ 353 
b=- ; 
-. 
_ 3 
—_ 
= 
—_ 
3 ge 
__ 
_ 
__ 
=_ 
F 8 
2 W uy, 
=. 
=. 
1 
BM 
= 
== 
_—— 
_ 
pes * 1 2 
_ 64 
_— 
_ 5 5 
= 
_ 
_— 
1 
"wy 
3 
* 
1 
= 
br 
<= 
x 
. 
* 
1 ; 
bes 
Re 
7 > 
1 
3 
= 
_— 
7 : 4 
_ 
3 
= 
= 
_ 
_y . 
5 3 12 
1 
o . 4 
5 uh 
vi 
- = 
= £ 
— 
- 
=. 

* 2" 
Poe” 
v5 

\ 

Re 
* 

"8 


TH 1 


| and conſequent cruelties, have had a regular 
: deſcent, without intermiſſion, to this hour; 
and enthuſiaſtic reformers have ſtarted up in 
every corner of the Chriſtian world, without | 
one grain of charity one to another. Such 

| have been the direful conſequences of tor- 
turing Chriſtianity i into a non-eſſential ho em, : 

which its or iginal tenets ſtood i in no need of. 

The torrents of blood which have been med 

in theſe Chriſtian irreligious diſſentions, have 1 
+ ſtamped an indelible ſtain on humanity, 5 
never to be waſhed out whilſt records and : 
memory exiſt: it was not the cauſe of Gon, „ 
nt religion, which excited theſe deplorable 15 
ſtruggles; the real objects were, Zower and 
x temporalities e 


It has [ny mania from the earlieſt 
N periods ſucceeding the death of its founder, 
| that Chriſtianity had no ſettled and uniform - 5 
principles or doctrines; 3 and that like rays 
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diverging from a center, the farther it ex- 


tended, the wider its profeſſors differed in 
their tenets and ſentiments; each ſect aſſert- 
Ty ing and arrogating to itſelf the infallible marks 

(as juſt above hinted) of the true Church, by 

5 proofs drawn from the ſame fountain, 

namely Tur SchrrTunks, variouſly inter- 

| preted, as their ſ ſpeculative intereſted views ] 

x and fancies diftated, until at length they left 

no preciſe meaning to any parts of them: the 
real divine principles, and pure ethicks, they | 
taught, were overwhelmed and frittered 
= = and in their ſtead, ſyſtems of non- 
85 eſſential and incomprehenſible tenets, and 5 
1 unintelligible Jargon, were inſtituted, and 
even theſe without any uniformity whatſo- 
T4 ever, as the various and inconſiſtent liturgies > 

| of every Chriſtian Church exhibit ample | 
5 pr roof of. In ſuch a perplexed. ſtate and 
os ſituation, what then remains for a rational 5 
and anxious enquirer? He cannot poſſibly f 

do otherwiſe than  indignantly ſpurn ; at and 


rej ject 


1 1 


reject every liturgy A as warring with ; 
reaſon, true piety, common-ſenſe, and each 
other; and unworthy our Gop and ourſelves. 
5 Benevolently moved for the preſent and future 
well-being of our fellow creatures, but more 
S particularly for the ſtate under whoſe pro- 

4 tection we breathe, we wall humbly attempt 

to ſketch out ſuch a form of religious wor- 


ſhip as ſhall not be liable to any of the 


above juſt ſtrictures and objections, and 1 
which all unprejudiced rational beings will 


not heſitate to conform; but previous thereto, 


b. — it becomes eſſentially neceſſary, firſt, to re- 5 

= move one ftumbling-block out of our way; 

: and ſubſequently, to analize the preſent li- 
turgy of our eſtabliſhed Church, and try "Th 


by the laws of 1 Reasox and PROPRIETY. 


. 51. 


W are aware e that ſome will urge againſt 
E us the old hackneyed plea, that in attempt- 
= ing religious innovations, there! is no o know- 


Le 3 ing 


1 


1 9⁰ 1 | OY 


ing where. things will FOO witneſs | the 
Reformation, (as it is called) which was not 
eſtabliſhed without much bloodſhed, broiling 
and roaſting of fooliſh individuals, as well as 
attended with dangerous commotions in this 
0 ſtate, and other parts of Chriſtendom. But 
let it be remembered in anſwer, that the 
genius of men in theſe our days, are widely 
different from the ſuperſtitious and fanatic 
| times above alluded toʒ prieftcraft has loſt | its 
/ power and influence, and mankind now feel 


their right of thinking for themſelves; there- : 


fore we venture to aſſert, that any juſt and 


. neceſſary reformation | m religious wade 


may be as eaſily and peaceably eſtabliſhed, 
under a ſteady adminiſtration, as any other 


| neceſſary reform in the ſtate; and in this 


: aſſertion we are ſupported by a clauſe i in the 


34th Article of our Religion, which _w_ 


bo. « Every particular or national Church hath | 
. * authority to ordain, change, and. aboliſh, 
8 * ceremonies or rites of the Church, ordained | 
[0 « only | 


=. 
el 


"2-991 


= oily by man's authority,—ſo that all | things ; 
be done: to ed; Hing. 


CI "i 32. 
; Havixe thus cleared our way, we will i 
proceed i in our analyſis. This is not the firſt 
time we have ſubmitted to the public our 


2 


ſtrictures on the Liturgy of our Church, as : 
incompatible with the true Chriſtian religion, 255 
as dictated by its founder. In this we have g 
not been fingular: many learned and pious 


* 

I |. | rational purpoſe: our aim is a TOTAL ONE. 
E And firſt, the incongruity of mingling 3 in : 
3 our worſhip the hiſtory, infamous wars, 
z and indecent events, of a race of people, 
Y deteſted and execrated by all nations, iis 5 
F glaringly reprehenfible; the wonder 
; 3 how! it has obtained ſo long, to the aiſgric ace 


of human wiſdom and propriety! But we 


; members of the Church have meditated a | 
| partial reform, utterly. inadequate to any T 


FE hope and truſt, the period is not far diſtant, as 
when ; 


ä — —ä—màͤä ͥ «“ — — 


1 


when neither reaſon or the chaſte ear ſhall 

be offended, or lulled to ſleep, by the tedious, 
unintereſting recital of a ſeries of tranſacti- 
ons, which only tend to mark che depravity f 


of the ſpecies throughout all ages and na- 


tions; nor continue longer ha * Jew, and 
ba 5 Ghrifian, 


8 83. e 5 
"Twi next, and moſt reprehenfible parts of 
our Liturgy, are thoſe which pay an ado- 

ration to CnRIs equal to GoD himſelf, - 


2 Eg thereby palpably impeaching the Unity and 
SUPREMACY | of the Gopuzan; | of which 


i egregious error Mahomet took every advan- 
5 tage, in the propagation of his abſurd Koran, 7 


Z to the material detriment of the Chriſtian 5 


Ny faith. We need add little more, on this 


5 dangerous and derogatory principle of wor- 


dip, than the ſentiments of Cux IST himſelf, 
Who openly and ſtrongly oppoſed and pro- 

8 teſted againſt wel fort of adoration being 
offered 


— ———— 


— P õꝛ(ä • F ̃ —ͤ me OR 1 


II 99 1 


offered up to him; immaculate as he truly | 
was, his humility would not even ſuffer | 
5 himſelf to be ſtiled good, as none but Gov, he 
ſays, was really ſo. Therefore, let us in ſin- 
cerity of heart, pay every due reverence to 
his name, life, ſufferings, and precepts; but : 
let us not longer devote that worſhip and 2 
_ adoration to him, which he pathetically tells 35 
us is only due to bis God, and our God, to his 
Father, and our F ather, which ! is in heaven: 
But regardleſs of this, we in our worſhip EG. 
wow at the name of ] ESUS, whillt the Name of 
2 0 our Gop n unheeded. 


1 54. . 
bY No leſs fatal: and 8 are Wiel parts : 
of our Liturgy, which countenance the effi- = 
5 cacy of Mediation and Atonement. How ſoever 
theſe doctrines may have been ſophiſtically 5 
maintained and ſupported by intereſted 5 
| prieſtcraft, it is morally impoſſible to conceive, Eo 
that the mediations, ſufferings, and death of 


| any 8 


a 94 | 


x any one individual, can atone with a juſt 
[ S805 for the crimes of millions, or even of 
one Inner; and we heſitate not to aver, that 
| theſe tenets have operated more to the de- 
7 ſtruction of all morals, than any other cauſe 
55 whatſoever. We daily ſee that thieves, houſe- 5 
breakers, and murderers, whoſe lives have : 
been one continued ſeries of rapine and vio- | 
—— lence, depend at the gallows (by the fallacious F 
aj encouragement of the prieſthood) on the 
remiſſion of their ſins, by the death and 
15 mediation of Cuklsr, upon a momentary 


* 5 repentance, when the laws of the land put 
1 it out of their power to tranſgreſs any 1 
| Es ther, at leaſt under that mortal form. We | 
| Be: have no doubt, but that in ſupport of the 5 
1 doctrine of atonement, the 28th verſe of the = 
20th chapter of Matthew will be urged 5 
againſt us; it runs thus, « Even as the Son 
. Lof Man came not to be miniſtered unto, | 
0 but to miniſter, and to give his life 7 


F 5 b AC i PA , K þ 5 ; Q mad Ns * e 1 8 1 * 5 8 8 
= 2 * 6 ** RR WWW ö N Femme on. oe ES. 2 2 N e A; SOFT n 5 Sa 3 2 ee CCC ˙⁴ AA ²˙ A RB #5 EI ERS . Nth ae IE 
* RR VE: 3 * Sf EE TE DOE I I OTE CR VEE SI PT NS ne EO TOO ES TOTES" 2 F YA. 33, l c EEE Art Fo R A DEE e e 9 838 e 9 e Es 2 9 5 
r ˙·ꝛà . a ̃ĩ ee C ² IS as) S r 0 o FF Cß3ßCE dd ̃ ²⁵˙60?)Be Ü on it RY DEE Er A AK NN o e We 5 * N 
77% ; 9 9 333 Wy 7 5 3 wy | 4 R . PEI 8 SBM. 9 ev R RECs r E 1 4 T e 3 * 3 = Ke AS et : 1 9 ts Fm * by 
TY ” 25 * . 8 F e . Fo br BY n 3% ꝗ́ͥò ͤ ͤ So ere De ˙ ˙TVVT ons © io rt bp 3 TS UT CIA PS an IA ET r e e 12 8 ; * 8 : 
< * gs 3 en P a SORTS SON I SY by FT n . n bo 3 S 8 2 - bo SY 7 by 7 A Ss OL POINT bene IT R R 22 4 5 ene RO 4 cy ” 
eden EL IL Lane TIS Loh 2 9 N CE Ea ae Babe EEC AE Ea or T 5 . 8 JJC ¹•Äà4 ũ ee dh atadaba . — 
8 2 . 4 4 8 4 1 E R er * * — * 2 — anne 2 N J 1 A Wes Fn 4 7 * * * - =p N 
e a k ͤ ĩ5 . ² mĩ ̃ͤ —:. er 1 5 : 


LE i ranſom for many.” | Taking the meaning of 
57 this 


N * 
8 5 I 6. 2 
7 3 


= 
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this verſe in its utmoſt latitade, it cannot 
5 poſſibly imply more, than by giving his life 
in ſupport of his miniſtry and doctrines, 
many would be ſaved or ranſomed from their | 
ſins, by religiouſly adhering to his precepts. 
In this ſenſe, his death becomes a virtual ran- 
ſom or atonement; not that it could, in a 
literal ſenſe, be © an atonement for the fins of 5 
the whole world, as frequently expreſſed in 
the Liturgy; for if ſo, he would be counter= _ 
acting his own. precept of the neceſſity of 

: repentance. Yet on this weak foundation, the 
fatal and dangerous conſtruction was erected 
by ſome ſectariſts, that faith was alone ſuffi- : 
5 cient for falvation, without good works; 6 

| thereby precluding the neceſſity of repentance 5 
and amendment, and making moral and free | 
3 © agency only an ideal conception of the 1 ima- 
I gination. In the verſe above cited, and the 
L context in the preceding ones, Cunler ſeems 
I merely to be giving a leſſon of humility to 
1 his Apoſtles, in the miniſtration of his doc- TH 


trines; : 


— . ee EE og 


trines; he inſtituted no Popes, Patriarchs, 
+ Archbiſhops, Biſhops, Deans, &c. he tells 
them * the Princes of the Gentiles exerciſed | 
« « dominion,” and adds, « but it ſhall not be fo 
e among you,” ' plainly intimating and prohi- 
biting their exerciſing any « dominion or ſupe- 
|  riorityoveroneanother; and yet we have ſeen 
5 Popes, while they humbly ſtiled themſelves 
ſerous ſervorum, exerciſing univerſal dominion 
and tyranny over Churches, Dignitaries, : 
Kings, Princes, and' Potentates; the fame 
ſpirit of dominion and oppreſſion. actuating 
every rank and degree of the ſacerdotal order 
15 throughout all Chriſtendom; thoſe above, 
1 oppreſling, ſpurning, kicking, and trampling 


[ 96 ] 


on thoſe below, in violation of their Maſter's | 
” injunction, that there neither ſhould be de bigh | 
or r ow among them, | | 


8 55. 3 
Dry un ſhould be as realy ſick = 


- tu 21 as poſſible, unmixed with all indifferent 


temporal | 
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= temporal c concerns, or political heterogeneous 


| 
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matters, which reaſon tells us cannot merit 


the notice or attention of Gop; here it is 
obvious, we allude to thoſe parts of our Li- 


= turgy which conſecrates and commemorates 


| / the F ifth of November, the Thirtieth of 
| - January, and the Twenty-ninth of May : 
they have no rational tendency, they ſerve - 


= only to keep old wounds of the conſtitution 
= open, and contention alive. We may with 


propr iety execrate and condemn a daring and 


© infamous attempt of inflamed inſti gated | 


zealots againſt the ſtate, detected and pre- 
vented by 2 mere natural incident of regard : 
and friendſhip, in one of the conſpirators; 
the conſecration of the day might have 1 
ſwered a political purpoſe at the time, but ” 


= now we may juſtly pronounce this part of our 


15 Liturgy a proſtitution of divine worſhip. 


3 ; Equally reprehenſible | 18 the conſecration and 5 
commemoration of the death of an unhappy 3 
Monarch, Who being miſled by precedent and. 


weak 5 
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weak and evil councils, oppreſſed the liberty 
and property of the ſubject, and in the end, 
by a fatal combination of cauſes and effects, 


1 1 


brought his head to the block. But moſt 


i reprehenſible 3 is the conſecrating the reſtora- 
tion of a man, whoſe morals and politicks, 
in every point of view, rendered him un- 


; worthy of commemoration. 
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Nrxxr i in turn for diſcuſlion, comes what 


are termed the official ſervice of our Liturgy, : 
in which we apprehend weak minds may 
gather cauſe of offence; but we fear G0 
more than man: and firſt, of the Sacrament : 
of the Lord's Supper, 3 ſubject we ſhall 
labour to treat with that becoming decency 
and reverence it calls for; although we may, 
with all humility, diſſent from the inſtitu- 
or tion, in the principle, letter, conſtruction, 
mode and manner of its adminiſtration. 7 In 
the courſe of this ſacrament, ; as well as in the 


Liitany, 
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| Litany, and in almoſt every other part of the 
Liturgy, is manifeſtly impeached the Unity 
of the Gophrab, more particularly in the 


7 recital of the Creed, where CuRIST 18 ſtiled 


0 God of God, Light of Light, very God of : 
e very God, &c. which we cannot conſider | 
in any other wiſe, than as glaring blaſphemy 
againſt the Supremacy of the DziTY. The 
whole proceſs of this ſervice falling -minently 
under the ſtrictures of our 52d 3 nd 53d 


= ſections, to which we may add he long, 


= tedious, formal, and non-eſſential f parade of 
= unintelligible repetitions, and needleſs q mY 


b tations from ſcripture and canons, the too 
| I = frequent mention of the body and blood of 
. : Chriſt, the conſecration of the ſimple ele- . 
. ments of bread and wine, to almoſt : a ſpecies 


| of idolatry, notwithſtanding the falvo at he 


1 end of the Communion ſervice. ; Here the . 
= doctrines of Mediation, Atonement, and 


= Saviour by Proxy, form the very | baſis of this : 


inſtitution, and the innocent and immacu- : 
late : 


100 


late Chriſt is made the ſcape- goat for the 
0 remiſſion of ſins and ſalvation, and burdened | 
with not only the crimes of Iſrael, which 
were abundantly ſufficient, but with the fins 
8 of the whole world, millions of whoſe inha- 
9 5 bitants never heard of his name or doctrines. 
_ This been a moot point amongſt the learned, 
. whether this inſtitution, ſo ſimply and ane- 
quivocally enjoined by Chriſt, was intended 
by him in perpetuity to all, or appropriated 5 
fle to his immediate Apoſtles and Diſciples, 
5 delegated to propagate his doctrines. Be this 


as it may, it is a truth incontrovertible, that 


it would have been happy for ſucceeding 

: generations, had it been always underſtood 
n the latter ſenſe, and never erected into an 1 
official inſtitution of the Church; for then - 
would have been ſpared the deluges of blood, Þ 
. wickedly ſpilt in the contentions. reſpecting | 
the principle, and various modes of its ad- i | 3 
miniſtration. We cannot cloſe this ſection, = 
5 without arguing the proſtitution of this = 


acrament | 


_—_. 
IR 


__ 
_—__ 


tation of forgiveneſs at the laſt. 


facramenit on various occaſions; it is now 
made a political teſt, or qualification for 
offices of truſt and emolument; and by many 
never taken from any other call. 
niſtered to dying perſons, under the ſanction 


of a deuth-bed repentance, without : any previ- 
ous. ſerutiny into the religion or morals of the 5 


individual, whoſe life may have been a con- 
mant violation of 42h. This was not the kind 
f dak repentance Preached by Chriſt, but on - 
I : this fortorn hope does man ſin on, from day FX 
= to day, with the futile and groundleſs expec- 


It is alſo | 


= adminiſtered. to notorious malefactors, pre- . 
I vious to their execution, upon a ſpe -cious 
* and inadequate contrition. The vicious will 

1 eaſily ſet at nought moral rectitude, on the 

1 flattering preſumption that a ſecure paſſport | 

N will be given them at the cloſe of their! ini : 

| quities, for pardon, peace, and happineſs i my 


a. future ſtate of exiſtence; although their 
ves have exhibited | a continued ſeries of 
8 oppreſſon, 


It is admi- 


2 
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oppreſſion, frand, rapine, and invaſion; of the : 
rights, liberty, peace, property, and lives, of 
their fellow-creatures, it in one ſhape or other. 


1 . 0 I 
NexT comes Wiler our view, the Sacra- 


ment (as it is called) of the Baptiſin of in-⸗ 

5 fants and grown perſons. We have, in a 
former eſſay, proved the total inutility of = 
this ceremonial, as well as the impropriety | 
of every ſpecies of Creeds, or profeſſions of 
faith ; on which there have been ſuch various 
and miſchievous contentions. In a chriſtian f 
country, it muſt be neceſſarily underſtood, 
that every perſon who enters the church 7 16 
Chriſtian. The teſts of Baptiſm, and 4 Creed, 
might Palibly have been neceſlary 1 in the very 
primitive times of Chriſtianity ; . but i is now, 
beyond doubt, utterly uſeleſs, as the farce 3 
made of it fully proves. 5 When we advert I 3 
to the queries of the prieſt and anſwers of 3 
the ſponſors, 1 in infant baptiſm, it is ſurely 1 


b : 


T "= F. 


difficult to reſtrain the bluſh. on the coun- 
tenance of the parties. He, with ſolemn face 
and diction, expatiates on © the remiſſion = 
of ſins, by ſpiritual regeneration, and invokes 7 
the Santtification of water, to the myſti cal 
waſhing away of ſin,” &c.; and they as ſo- 
lemnly bind themſelves to perform every in- 
junction he lays them under, although not 
one in a thouſand ever after trouble their 


= heads about their wards, or the folemn 
= obligations they entered into before Gop.— 


Chriſtian kings, tyrants, generals, heroes = 


Who have ſlain their thouſands and tens 1 


4 i of thouſands, and every thief that has 
| I made his exit at the gallows, have all had 
? their baptiſm, and their ſponſors. The i in- 


. ference to be drawn, „ we leave to the real bs 
= Chriſtian reader. 


i 58. 5 
- Ravenprnbs the other official inſtitutes 
of 85 Liturgy namely, The Church Cate- 
H FT. chitm, 


a chiſtn, amd Confirmation, Matrimony, the 
V iſitation of the Sick, Burial of the Dead, 


Churching of Women, and the Commina- 
tion; after we have entered our general 0 
proteft againſt them all, as militating againſt 
1 unity and ſupremacy. of the Gopnsap, | 
and other fundamentals of pure worſhip, 5 
we purpoſe t to beſtow a ſhort ſection on each, f 


$ 55. 


Tur Church Catechiſm, and Cotbuta- 
tion, are compoſed of doctrines, matters, 
- and things, as well as terms, concerning ; 
5 which the wiſeſt heads have differed; con- 
. ſequently they come not within the reach of ” 
te capacity or underſtanding of children, I 
. or youth; yet they are taught to repeat M 
. like parrots, to no one preſent « or future uſe- > 
= ful purpoſe; as they hardly ever think of, or 
7 revert to it, after they arrive to the years of 
: maturity; beſides, in ſeveral paſſages, the very 

ö idea of free-agency 1 is deſtroyed, | And here 7 
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we cannot refrain condemning the infatuated 5 
premature, uſeleſs, if not dangerous cuſtom 
of making children gallop through the Scrip- 
_ tures, before their underſtanding can receive 
any proper impreſſion from them; they are 
laſhed on from Geneſis to the Revelations, 5 
and ever after diſregard, or deteſt them, as 
- objects of their ens e : 


8 60 


Tux moſt 1 ſtate of Matrimony, : as it : 
is moſt profanely ſtiled in the Liturgy, can- | 
not be looked upon by thoſe who enter into 
it in that light; for daily proofs contradict 155 
I the ſuppoſition; therefore it is unworthy * 
b place in any ſpiritual inftitution of divine 
worſhip. Hourly experience proves, that it 
1s conſidered by all, as a mere civil, political, 5 
temporal, convenient trading compact; vio- : 
lated at will by both, or either of the parties, = 
under certain penalties; and totally diſſol- 
5 vable by human laws; conſequently, i it ſhould 
EET 


— — — —— 2 
„ K 


SE 


in future be conſidered and entered into as a 
Imple contract only; and be diveſted of the 
mockery of prayers and benedictions; 3 of paſ- 
ſages bordering upon the ludicrous, and of 
ſolemn vows and covenants, which neither 
party in general ever think of, or regard after 
their departure from the altar; ; although 


their Gop is invoked as a witneſs to their mu- > 


| tual obligations. All wilful perjuries : are fe- 
verely puniſhed by the laws, except thoſe 


daily committed in this . 1 . f 
. Matrimony! 1 ; 


WE 61. 


1 a <a eſſay, often alluded to, we 


have ſtated the impropriety of a formal ſer- | 
Vice for the Viſitation of the Sick; as parti- 
F cular circumſtances, and ſituations of the 


individual, ſhould be the guide of the off. 
. dating Miniſter, 


n Tus 


I 17 J 


8 62. 
Tur ſervice for the Burial of the Dead, 


when diveſted of every part which intrenches 
on the unity and ſupremacy of Gop, and 
Which implies adoration of Chriſt, may be 
retained, as the fineſt ſpecimen. of ſentiment 1 
5 and language exiſting. | 


Ty _- 63. 
Tax publick Scher for the Churching of 


Women is a moſt indelicate tax upon the - 
5 ſex, and gives cauſe to the congregation, and 

; eſpecially amongſt the youth, for many in- 

F decent alluſions. : If ſuch a ceremonial may : 
| be thought neceſſary by weak minds, let =: 
be confined to the private apartment of 
* the individual. 


$ "Y e 
"Tas laft, and moſt tremendous part of : 


8 our Liturgy, | is the Commination, or day of 
| curſing, where the benign, good, gracious 5 


mie 


and merciful Gop, is introduced furiouſly 


[18] 


dene ouncing wrath and Vengeance, unbecoming M 
1 the idea we ought 1 to entertain of Him. We = 
have no doubt but that moſt of thoſe official 

% inſtitutes were originally eſtabliſhed with a 

- view to the fees and emoluments annexed to 
85 them; but our propoſitions put the Clergy : 
on ſuch a reſpectable footing as precludes : 
ſuch low conſiderations. 5 


8 65. 


WT cannot quit this pert of our mutet | 

2 without paying due notice to the Thirty- 

nine Articles of Religion, as fundamentals | 

of our faith and worſhip; 4 they were eſta- 

Ts bliſhed | in the reign of Elizabeth, anno I 5715 

i and ſubſcribed to by the archbiſhops, biſhops, N 

0 and the whole body of the clergy, 1 in con- 4 

5 vocation aſſembled. It will not, we think, 

1 be diſputed, that theſe. Articles were ordained 

| by man's. author ity. only; | and therefore we 

may, we hope, without offence make a little 
free 
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free with them; as they: ;ropoliticly ſigned 


their own condemnation in the clauſe of ; 
the 24th Article, recited verbatim in our 
5 51ſt ſection; and ſurely it is almoſt as in- 
comprehenſible | as the Articles themſelves, 
that any learned and rational body of men 
; ſhould ſubſcribe to ſuch a medley of blaſ- f 
| phemons, enthuſiaſtic, contradiftory rhap- 
ſodies. The only apology that remains for 
them is, that thoſe were the times of 1 Ilh- 
flamed bigotry and ſuperſtition. But it is Kill 
a greater marvel that they ſhould deſcend, : 
1 without variation, to theſe our more en- , 
1 lightened days; and ſtill remain a teſt which 
J every one of the prieſthood muſt ſubſcribe ” 
t to, af he aims at poſſeſſing any emoluments 
| of the Church. And yet ſo prevalent and 
tempting i is the proſpect, they, in the general, 
; ſeruple not to ſubſcribe to Articles deroga- EE 
| tory to the dignity of their Gop, and beyond ON 
the reach of human underſtanding or belief; 
ſacrificing every thing that Ll ſacred to tem- 


Pota 


H n 1 


| poral views and hopes of foturs promotion; 


We have heard it urged in their defence, 
that their reaſon and conſciences are ſhackled 
by a fatal neceſſity and dependance, from the 


mode of their training and education, which 


renders them unfit for any other purſuits in | 
the ſtate; if ſo, they cannot too ſoon be re- 
leaſed from this opprobrious Teft; the machi- 
nations, effuſion, and ſcum, iſſuing from the 
ebullitions of diſtempered brains, to the ſub- 
verſion of true religion, c. common ſenſe, and 


reaſon. 


From the ann n it muſt be 
- conſpicuouſly obvious to every thinking be- : 
ing, how few parts of our eſtabliſhed Liturgy 
are admiſſible in a rational worſhip of the 
: Deity. Some ſettled form of divine worſhip 
Bs eſſentially incumbent on every well regu- 
lated ſtate; but then if that form be unwor- 

thy t the Deity, it were better they bad none; | 
and 
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and if we conſign every ſyſtem af. reli gious 
prayer and worſhip extant, to the tribunal 
of true philoſophy, reaſon, and piety; they 
will all aſſuredly ſuffer a ſentence of con- ; 
demnation. Although the Deity does not 
1 interfere in the riſe or fall of empires and . 
ſtates, nor in the thoughts or tranſactions of 


1 intelligent beings, otherwiſe than by his 


L primzval, general, providential laws; yet we 


are not from thence to conclude they paſs 


unnoticed by Him. Inconceivable as it is, , by > 


what medium, mode, or uniſon our thoughts, 


1 imaginations, and reſolves, are inſtantane- 
BH ouſly conveyed. to the knowledge of Gop ; 5 


5 yet the Principle 18 good and eligible. The 
efficacy of ' prayer has been doubted by ſome 
learned divines, and ſeems to be diſcounte- N 
nanced by Cuklsr himſelf, except in the 
| ſhorteſt, and moſt comprehenſive way poſ- 


ſible, | He fays, But when you pray, uſe 
e not vain repetitions as the Heathen do.” hr 


Vet if prayer þ be an error, we err at leaſt on 


PPTP RD ——ů ͤů̃ ͤ˙Lm —— U 


e 


the right ſide by the performance, provided 6 
the conſtruction of ſuch prayer be wor- 
: thy the acceptance of a benevolent Gon; 
to Which purpoſe our humble efforts ſhall 
be exerted, in the courſe of the remaining 
ſections. 1 
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new Liturgy, it muſt be ſuppoſed that 2 
-—M very communicant comes properly prepared, * 
with a contrite heart, in charity with all 0 | | 
1 mankind, ſtedfaſtly purpoſing to ſin no „ 
more; this muſt be premiſed, or they are 


utterly unworthy to approach the table. | 

| T herefore, where 18 the neceſſity of the pa- = 
rade of non-eſſential preambles, exhorta- 
5 tions, prayers, &c.? Let them all be rejected; 

: and the following ſimple mode of admini- = 
” niſtr ation be adopted. The Prieſt, admini- 
ſtering the bread and wine jointly or ſepa- : 

madly, ſhall | { ay: Aale this, or theſe, in 


; commemoration | 


L 11 ] 


commemoration of the fu fferings and death of 
5 Fefus Chriſt; who died in confirmation of his 


divine dbctrines; the practice of which drBtrines. 


: only, are adequate to the rem fu in of fins, and 
indiſpenſabiy neceſſary | 10 our Preſent well- . 
being, and Future ſalvation. ö And i in this un- 


f equivocal wiſe let this Sacrament begin and 


end, as compriſing Ry relative eſſential, 


as weak fond n woulil think their N 


1 nents; devoted to perdition without the | 
ceremonial of Baptiſm, (for we will not call 
| | it a Sacrament) it muſt in ſome fort be re- 

| tained-1 in the church; but here we recom- > 


mend the ſame abridgement of ſuperfluous : 
matter as enforced | in the preceding ſection, 


and the following ſhort form: The Miniſter, 
| ſprinkling the infant with water, ſhall lay: 
I Baptiſe T, bee in the Name of Gov, and re- 


ceive Thee into the Pale and Boſom of the . 
Z Chriſtian Church. Some, we e doubt not, will 


ſtart 


1 * 1 


ſtart at our - omitting the ſign of the Croiſ; = 
but as we look upon this part of the uſual 
ceremonial, as a virtual adoration, and a re- 
: maining relick of that ſuperſtitious idolatry 
we condemn in our neighbours, we think it 


= ſhould be wholly rejected. Here we are 


f tempted to a ſhort digreſſion, for which we 


hope the indulgence of our readers. In fact, 


the boaſted reformation of the proteſtants, ; 
on their defection from the Mother Church, - 

| does not exhibit any traces of material varia- | 
5 tion, if we except the ſuppreſſion of mona- 
ſteries, nunneries, auricular confeſſion, and 
I the comforts. of matrimony, reſtored to the 
25 clergy. We all know that ſeparation did not 
flow from any ſpiritual or religious motives, 
1 but from carnal and diametrically oppoſite 
cauſes; we have varied in diſcipline, whilſt | 
we « continue in profeſſion and practice the 
. ſame reprehenſible Tenets. | We have ar- 
raigned their principles of purgatory, and 

- wikhalding the ſcriptures from the laity, (as 
: repugnant 
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repugnant to the word of Gop) without ſuf- 
I ficient conſideration. The ſpirit $ perpetual 
ſucceſſion to animate other mortal forms, 


on the diſſolution of its preſent priſon, is a 


= wirtual purgatory, and an immediate reward 
J or puniſhment for their virtues or vices, in | 
their preceding form of exiſtence, 3 he de- 


ceptive and lucrative trade made of this 


. principle by the Prieſthood of the Roman 
3 Church, is doubtleſs highly culpable. The 


3 | ſhutting up the ſcriptures from the ity, 
3 was certainly a ſtroke of wiſdom; and had 
q that prohibition been continued by the Pro- 
q teſtants, much miſchief, folly, and madneſs, 


bad been prevented. The whole Chriſtian 1 
= Prieſthood have been at loggerbeads perpe- I 


3 tually about their true and various readings 
and ſignifications; hence the attack on the 155 
3 ſupremacy, ſpiritual | and tempor al powers 5 


3 of the Head of the Roman Church, and ſe- 

I paration from it; and hence aroſe the inſane 5 
: multitude. of ſectaries amongſt the pro- 5 
: beltants 
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teſtants; every dt brahel zealot aiming to 


„„ en reformer; and head of a ſect; until at EF 
: laft, by this wanton and indiſcriminate uſe of 
the ſcriptures, we daily ſee Coblers and Tay- 
lors in our ſtreets become Popes and Pre- 
tenders, to expound them with TORO.” 


$ 6g. . 

Ov Articles forbid the invocation of = 

N Saints,” as repugnant to the Word of Gon, I 
yet by our Creed wre are taught to have q 


faith 1 in their communion. : In the Collects s, 
f Epiſtles, and Goſpels, they are diſti inctly con= 


Eo ſecrated and commemorated; and if this does - 


: not amount to a virtual invocation, it has © 

3 no meaning; therefore, in either ſenſe, they © 
8 f 5 

1 
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. are improper to be retained ! in any form of 
divine worſhip. Too frequent Holidays, 1 
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they are miſcalled, are injurious to the ſtate, I 


— —— 


6 and unintereſting to religion; and ſerve only 
to encourage idleneſs, debauchery, and drunk- | 


enneſs 
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enneſs i in the people, lich 18 the general 


mode of celebration. 


4 70. 


o enumerate the remaining abſurdities 


of our Liturgy, and in truth the Liturgies 
| of: all other Chriſtian churches, would be an 
endleſs taſk; therefore the foregoing ſhall 
ſuffice, It remains that we endeavour to ſe- 
parate the gold from the droſs; and from the 
former conſtitute and ſabjoin a connected, : 
ſhort, and rational form of worſhip, worthy 
of our Creator and ourſelves; and to which 
none can have the leaſt reaſonable objec- | 
: tion. Preparatory ther eto, we ſhall premiſe, 
that—True religion ſhould only conſiſt of | 
| adoration to Gop! confeſſion of guilt, con- i 
trition, and thankſgiving, and of a conſonant | 
: form of worſhip. If we conceive that man- 5 
| kind! is wickeder in theſe our days, than they : 
- were in antecedent times, our concluſions are 
3 not well founded: David tells us pathetically, 


3 CY y 


118 J 


but we think rather too 0 that «< The 
Lord looked down from heaven upon the 
on children of men, to ſee if there were any | 
CO that would underſtand, or ſeek after Gon; 
--<« but they are all gone out of the way, they 
0 are altogether become abominable, there is 
© none that doeth good, no, not one.” And we 
: have no doubt but the Davids of all the pre- 
ceding ages might juſtly | have ſaid the ſame: 
in ſuch a predicament we ſtand at preſent; 
we hourly and univerſally ſee the exalted ra- 
tional powers of mind and body, with which 
we were originally and graciouſly inveſted, 
perverted to every evil purpoſe and purſuit: a 
whence then that preſumptive claim, right, 
nw expectation, which are implyed in the 
numerous, tireſome, vain, and contradictory 
fees addreſſes of deprecation and ſupplication, 
ſcattered throughout the Litur g we arraign 
and condemn? and whence the flattering, - 
= unmerited, deceptive conception of the! inter- 
fering, peculiar providence of the Supreme, 
Ron 


L * ] 


to extricate us from evils, which are folcly 


1 the reſult of our own folly and madneſs ? ? 
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| Tur whole tenor of our ſections mark our 
| predilection for the hypotheſis of our being 
| the very  apoſtate angelic beings, and the doctrine 5 


of the ſpirit” 8 tranſmigration through all ani- 


mated organiſed mortal forms; and we confeſs 8 
| we ſee no incongruity in a firm belief of oo. 
cither. It! 18 on all hands agreed, that we are - 
placed here i in a ſtate of puniſhment, degra- =; 
dation, and probation; if ſo, it muſt have 
; been for ſome lapſe « or crime committed 1 =_ 
pre-exiſtent ſtate EP) perſuaſion in the firſt . 
leads to a retroſpect of our original dignity, 


and would ſtimulate to deeds that do not a 


diſgrace it. All theſe doctrines incontrover- 
tibly conſtituted the Creed of our forefathers, e 
and are to this day the firm perſuaſion E 
| millions, and ſome of them the wiſeſt of 8 
4 mankind, in various parts of the globe; and SW 


3 


if univerſally embraced, would at leaſt have 
one falutary effect; 1t would work a happy 
change in favour of the miſerable brute ö 
creation, Who are looked upon and treated . 


. 12 J 


as mere material machines, devoid of feeling, 
and of any future ſtate of exiſtence: not ſo 
thought the ſublime philoſopher, moraliſt, 
” and orator, PAUL of Tarſus, [vide his Epiſtle 
to the Romans, in the ſervice for the fourth 
8 Sunday after T rinity;] | aud. David ſays, 
— 5 Lord, thou ſhalt ſave both man and beaſt, : 
as before quoted. Without the aid of theſe 
doctrines, how ſhall we account for ſome 
: phenomena that daily occur? TW o children 
born of the ſame parents, nouriſhed from the 
: ſame breaſt, trained and educated | in the ſame 
mode, and under the ſame inſtructors; the 
one ſhall prove an honour to the ſpecies, a 
bleſſing to the parents, and a uſeful member 
af ſociety; the other, a diſgrace to human 
7 nature, a curſe to the parents, and an enemy 
= to all focial virtues, | Hiſtory affords eminent 


inſtances | 


te 


n 


3 inſtances to our purpoſe, and demonſtrates, 
3 that there | is no neceſſity for the exiſtence of 
| 4 any other devil, than the devil within us: 
1 the mortal form of the firſt, we may ſuppoſe 
q 18 animated by a ſpirit of the leaſt offending - 
l tr ibes of the angelic apoſtates; the other, by 
4 one of the moſt malignant offenders, Again; ; 


the amazing unconquerable unſhaken affec- 


4 tion, antipathy, partiality, averſion, and 
4 other feelings, that inſtantaneouſly | ſtrike the 


ſenforium at the firſt fight of an object, an 


q only be ſolved by the ſympathetic or electrie 5 
3 ſtroke of a kindred or ry fork, which 
4 animates the object viewed. 
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| NoTwrTusTANDING our | thoughts on 


| muſic, as given in our 33d ſection, we have 


no  antipathy to the ſound of an organ; U 


F the contrary, we propoſe no church ſhall be 
| without one, in proportion to the magnitude 8 
of the church, and that a con ſiderable portion 


T5 of 


* — * — ̃ Fr .., , . — 
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o- our New Liturgy ſhall be conducted in 
the Cathedral ſtile. N othing ſo much ex- 
cites to devotion, lifts the ſoul to heaven, 
and impreſſes an awful feeling and idea of 
. the glory of the Derry, as the divine har- 

mony of facred muſs > : to this intention I 

the art ſhould chiefly be appropriated, in Z 
5 place of employing it to the purpoſes of idle 2 

amuſement and highly expenſive diffipation 7 
of time and fortune, as is now, and has 5 

been for ſome. years back, the univerſal infa- 3 
tuated impulſe of all ranks of the prople. N 


WI cannot help applanding whats may be 

: Riled the magnificence of divine worſhip, re- 
ſpecting the decorations of our churches, and 
E veſtments of our Prieſthood, i in which par- 
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=—_ ticulars we certainly are very remiſs; and as 
= we ſhew a predilection i in the general, for the 
faſhions of our neighbours, Why ſhould we 
5 not imitate them in theſe eſſentials? ? We 
call 


— 1 
— 
— 9 
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impreſs the multitude with an awe and reve- 
| rence, not only for the place of worſhip, 


call them llentials, becauſe theſe exteriors 


but for thoſe deſtined for the ſervice 1 

: We wiſh to ſee the 4; iſmal black baniſhed, the 

Y officiating veſtments of the Doctors in 

E : Divinity ſumptuouſly ornamented, and their | 

$3 common habit purple, diſtinguiſhed as the 
uniform of the Church; which colour ſhould . 
be * all other ranks. 1 
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5 WI the wicked man turneth away 
from his wickedneſs, and doeth 5 


chat which is lawful and THO; he hall fave EY 
| his foul. 


1f1 we e fa that we have no fn, we deceive 


I ourſelves, and the truth 18 not in us. et 
= if we confeſs our ſins, and truly repent, God 8 
1 is s juſt, and will a chem. 


YEARLY 158 krethera, the Scrip- 5 


ture moveth us in ſundry places . 


= — and confeſs our manifold ſins; IT 


| and that we ſhould not diſſemble nor cloke 1 5 


them before the face of Almighty God our 
heavenly Father, but confeſs them with all 


humble, 


, 
| - £6 1 


2 humble, lowly, penitent, and obedient heart; 
to the end that we might obtain forgiveneſs 

of the fame. And although we ought at 
— times humbly. to acknowledge our ſins 
before God, yet ought we moſt chiefly ſo to 
5 do, when we aſſemble and meet together, | E - 
Wo render thanks for the great mercies and : 


benefits we have received at his hands. 
: Therefore I pray and beſecch you, to accom- 
- pany | me with a pure heart and humble ; 


voice, ſaying, )) 3 


4 LMIGHTY and rand merciful Father, | 
LY we have erred and ftrayed from thy 


=: ways like loſt ſheep. We have followed too 
Ba. much the devices and deſires of our own 
hearts. We have offended againſt thy holy : 
laws. , We have left undone thoſe things 

: which we ought. to have done; and done 5 
thoſe things which we ought not to have 
done; and chere 15 no goodneſs in us. 0 
Lord, have merey upon us miſerable offen- 

ders. 
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ders. Spare thou them, O God, who con- 
feſs their faults; and reſtore thou them that 
are penitent; according to the divine doc- | 
trines promulged, preached, and practiſed, 1 85 
by the moſt perfect of thy created beings, 
Jeſus Chriſt; by which we ſhall hereafter 
|. live a godly, righteous, and ſober life, to Rn 
the glory of * a name. Amen. 


HYMN. — 

END your hearts and 1 not your Bar- 
1 W 
| And turn unto the Lob your God: 


For he 1 1s gracious and merciful, | 
Slow to . and of great kindneſs, > 


| LMIGHTY God, the Father and 
3 Creator of all that exiſt, who deſireth 8 
not the death of 4 ſinner, but rather that he © 
may turn from his wickedneſs and live; and | | _ 
pardoneth and abſolveth all them that truly — 
repent, and vaſeignedly | believe his holy . a 
; [Hoh 3 i 


: Although we have rebelled againſt him; 


5 1 he voice of the Lord our God, 


come; Thy will be done on earth, as it is in L 11 
heaven: Give us this day our daily bread; 1 
And forgive us our treſpaſſes, as we forgive 
them that treſpaſs againſt us; And leave us | 

not in temptation; - but deliver | us from - 
evi a Anen. 8 | 
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| Golpel, through the pure doAtrines of Jeſus 
Chriſt: ſpare us oaks Lord. 


H 1 M N. VVV E 
40 the Lord our God eee - 
Belon geth mercy and forgiveneſs, = 


Neither have we obeyed 


'To o walk i in 1 his laws, which he ſet before 1 us. 


\UR Father which art in | heaven, Hal- 3 t 
| lowed be thy name; Thy kingdom 8 ; 
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: ; W E acknowled ge our  tranſgrolſons, 
E _ And our fins are ever before us. 
he ſacrifices of God are a broken ſpirit: 
5 A broken and contrite heart, 

| | 0 ) God, thou wilt not deſpiſe. 


Repent ye, for t the «kingdom of heaven is 


at hand. 
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* ever x they c _ us. : 


8 H Y M N. 
7 COME, let us ſing unto . Lord; 


our falvation. | 


 thankſy giving, 


GOD, merciful Father, that deſpiſe = 
not the ſighing of a contrite heart, nor 

0 the defires of ſuch as be ſorrowful; merei- . 
f fully accept the prayers we make before Thee, | 

| 3 in all our troubles. and adverſities, whenſo- 


=O "ne heartily rejoice | in the hope © of : 
b Let us come before his preſence with 


3 
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WY this ourſelves glad. in him with 
palms. 


P or the Lok is a great God, 


And a great King above all Gods: 


5 In his hands are all the corners of the earth, 


And the ſtrength of the hills is his alſo. | 


; The ſea i is his, and he made wv, 


And his hands prepared the thy land. 


0 come, let us worſhip, and fall down, 


And kneel before the Lozp our Maker; ; 


Fc or he i is the Lox our God. 


ATE len beſeech Fay 0 Father, 


mities; and for the glory of thy name, turn 
from us thoſe evils which we moſt juſtly 
have deſerved, by our origi inal apoſtacy from 
thy holy laws. Our whole truſt and confi- 
dence, O God, is in thy mercy, whilſt we 
"> 2 adhere to and follow the pious dictates and 
7 pure. doctrines of Jeſus Chriſt, Amen. = 


Hun 


mercifully to look upon our infir- 


: MY ; 
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Kev 7 Þ praiſe T Thee, 0 God: 
We acknowledge Thee to be the Lord. : 
; Al the earth doth worſhip Thee: JEN 

$ The Father everlaſting.” 

E; To Thee all angels cry aloud: 


= The heavens, and all the powers therein. 5 
= To Thee Cherubim and Seraphim 


Continually do cry, 


. Holy, holy, holy! 
5 Lok D God of Sabaoth; 


B Heaven and earth are full 
5 * | Of the x Majeſty c of uy Glory. 


— ETERN TAL ONE, 8 unbounded = 
= \- ' gratitude, love, and adoration, for all e 
e thy mercies, all thy bleſſings, which Thou 


10 5 haſt graciouſly beſtowed on us, and all man- 
: | kind; We bleſs Thee for our creation and 

b 4 preſervation; and with contrite hearts pre- 
N. E ſume to look up to 1 hee, our God and 3 
= = K a - : Creator, ER ie. il 
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Creator, our ultimate hope and comfort, for 
pardon, not only of our great original 
tranſgreſſion, but for our. accumulated fins 
in this our preſent ſtate of puniſhment and 
2 5 probation. And we bleſs thy lenient hand, | 
and unmerited clemency, moſt humbly de- | 
pending that in thy good time, thou wilt 7 
mercifully deliver us from theſe corrupt and 
mortal forms, and finally reſtore. us to thy : 
5 divine preſence, from which, for our diſobe- 
dience, we were moſt Juſtly baniſhed. This 
we hope for, 0 Lord, through the efficacy 
of the pure doctrines of Jeſus Chriſt, to 
whoſe name and memory be all due praiſe 
and honour paid, fore evermore. Anen. . | 


. HY MN. | 


"N BE joyful 3 in the Lord, all ye lands: 5 
 - Serve the Lord with gladneſs, 
And come before his Preſence | 

With a ſong. 


Be 
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Be ye ſure that the Lord heis God 
It is he that hath made WK. 


And not we ourſelves: we are his people, 
"ne the * of his 3 


Ogo your way into his gates 
With thankſgivin g. 


= And into his courts with praiſe: 


Be thankful unto Him, 


= And ſpeak * of his name. 


For the Lord he | is gracious, 

His mercy is everlaſting: 

And his truth endureth _ 

Fro rom x generation to generation. 


\ 


Miniſter. 


halt have 1 none other gods but me. 


1 Fegt. Lork 25 mercy upon us, and - 
TE accept our endeavours to keep this thy law. 1 


K 2 Miniſter, 


Y 10D ſpake theſe words, and mid, Thou _ 


336 4 


Miniſter. Thou ſhalt not make to thyſelf 
any graven image, nor the likeneſs of any | 


thing that 1s in the heavens above, nor in 

the carth beneath, nor in the water under the 

earth. * hou ſhalt not bow down before 
, ; them, _— worlkip them, for L am the Lord 
— thy God. 5 


People. | Lord, have mercy upon us, and I 
accept our | endeavours to keep this thy law. —_ 


 Minifer, Thou ſhalt not take the name 
of the Lord thy God i in vain: for the Lord 1 
will not hold him guiltleſs that taketh his 


name in vain. 1 


Papi. Lord, b mercy upon us, and 
| accept our endeavours to keep this thy law. 2 


5 1 Remember that tho bony: 1 - 
. the ſabbath-day. Six days malt thou labour; 
but the ſeventh 3 is the ſabbath of the Lord 


Ss 


. 37 4 
thy C God: in it eu ſhalt do no manner of 


work, thou, and thy ſon, and thy daughter, 
thy man-ſervant, and thy maid- ſervant, thy _ 


cattle, and che ſtranger that 3 18 within thy | 
gates: 9 5 | 


People Lord, have mercy upon us. end 
accept o our endearours to keep this thy law. . 


; Miniſter. l Honour thy father and mother, 
that thy days may be long | in the land which 
Y the Lord LOG: God giveth. thee. 


People. | Lord, have merey upon us, and 85 
= accept. our r endeavours to 0p; this thy law. ” 7 


Minjer, Thou dak do no o murder 41 


People. Lord, have” mercy upon us, and 
accept o our endeavours to Koop! this thy law, 


22 Thou ſhalt 1 not commit adultery. = 
Ss People 


A 2 8 0 
— a 


accept our endeavours to TG. this thy law. ä 


= infer Thou ſhalt not ſteal, | 
accept our endeavours to ww this thy law. 1 
nel . * e. „ F 
none our : endeavours to 0p: this thy law. ; 


| bour' 8 houſe, thou ſhalt not covet. thy Þ 
5 neighbour” 8 wife, nor his ſervant, nor his 5 \ 
| maid, nor his ox, nor r his as, n nor any thing ; 
that i 18 bis. bY 5 


[8 7 


People, Lord, Jaws mercy upon us, and 


| People. Lord, have mercy upon 1 us, and 


Miniſter.” Thou ſhalt not t bear falſe wit- | 


OY Lord, how mercy upon us, and | 


* 7277 3 35y I IRR oe. 7 
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Minifer, 1 Thou ſhalt not covet thy TRY 


— | People. Lond, ber mercy upon us, and 
accept « our endeavours to keep this thy law. i 
5 ANTHEM, 


OE OT POO Yer I : \ 9 FO OE 7 * 
R re 
r ˙l!l.. II WE A 
CC ²·¹· -w: : ͤ SS * F 
. . , 3 eee ö . 


( 139 1 


A N THEM. 
JLESSED ; 1s the man that hath not walked | 
In the counſel of the ungodly; 
| But his delight i is in the law of the Lord, 
And in his law will he exerciſe himſelf . 
"Fs and — 
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And he ſhall be Ikea a tree e planted 
--- By the water-ſide; On 
A. hat will bring forth his fruit . 
In due ſeaſon. . 
His leaf ſhall not wither, and look. 
Whatſoever he doeth Fs 
| 1 ſhall N oſper. 


E As for the angodly, i it is not tho with them; ; 
: g But they are like the chaff, 

1 Which the wind ſcattereth 1 
4 — rom n the face of the earth. 


Therefore the 1 ſhall 1 not be able 
E To ſtand 1 in the judgment: OO 
1 %% . Neither 
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Neither the ſinnerslih the « congregation 
Of che righteous, - my 
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But the tick knowbthii 
The way of the 50x J 


And the way of the . 
Shall periſh; 
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ficth another. 
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One day telleth another: 
And one night certi 
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There is neither ſpeech nor r language, 
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HE havens declare the hay of God, * 
And the firmament ſheweth his handy 5 


But their voices are heard amongſt them. 


5 - 7 
4 1 


— Er gs ME 16 0d 
* „% " 


F * # 
. * * , 
{4 4 ve . %.4 


Their ſound 1 is gone out into all lands, = 
And their words into the ends of the world, : 
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Incthem hath he ſet a tabernacle for the Lewd 
0 Which cometh forth as a bridegroom from 
| his chamber, il 


and eh as n to run his courſe Fr 
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CHORUS. 


THE Lord | defended from above, 7 

And bow d the heavens ſo high; 

And underneath his feet he caſt. 
The darkneſs of the * 


on cherubs and on cherubims | 


Full royally he rode: . 
And on the wings of E winds 
Came flying a all abroad. 


BENEDICTION. | 
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' AY ye all, by a due exertion of the 2 
11 intellectual powers with which your Do 
F Creator has ſufficiently endowed you, pro- = 
BS mote. your. own well-being: and may Jau, „„ 
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ment here, and in due ti 


Jeſus Chriſt, inſure to 


Nr, TW PT EI A IT II 228 


— 


— 
. 
r 


. 1 . 1 — - — 2 = - nh — a —_— a 
— — * _ — — — — ” — » pu — — . „ —— . — — - — — — — - — - — * 2 ö — n 2 ö nne . re 8 5 n * 1 9 K y 
— rt. Oe v 7˙ NET RET I IO TN CIT TOE T ———  —  — — —  —  —— — —  — ——_— — — — — — 1 — ——— — — 15 — — ons * ; : - 
— — — = a 5 — —— ow < . a F x 7 8 _ _ 72 N crabs OS pow a 2 S — K ERIE ESR Tee II Eg og 
; — oo 2 ccc 1 8 2 — „ 3 IS ow . — 
2 x te . > 8 RS, IRA 2 n wa — 1 — be O — — 


— —_—— 
—— 
* 


— — — IR — oc re . 4 LA K _ . — 8 4 ”_ 
— : , — _ CER 5 n - : >" a r 2 5 4 7 . = 4's 22 "2 od r ens N . Sy 
Cr OS OT IT ore rene WO IE rn A OD SS NICELY 2 - — r IS Wo ih AE net ron 


—— —— X — N — 


= p * 
ee res —— ne —— 


—_— 


* n — WEEN N 4 wo Wy. ” K * "PL —_ a 
enen R 8 p S * R r * W c : FIT” . e 2 a . 1 
R R . re ri; Pg Jr ER * e Denne * 7 "6 > * Co 255 "7 ey en n A WY 7 N 25-0 TENG N. . R „ — e r e 
L 1 1 7 4 ER - l "4 FA. ©, : % \ I; N 8 * 2 21 72 wn — 4 » 
. \ I Es tae ener et ee a be 8 . J tA JJ /// ñð ß ñðñĩ t Se PI On, FF re TON J 
r r ß d SE CI oa nr / d „ , . SRI, — ee 
N Wa ee e Wi * e 3 4 93 n e 5 EL RE 335 vs © 8 ö - Ws : ex © 5 5 5 
— ** 8 2 * 
13 
- - 
0 -* 
- - 


Ag 
N <x - 
_ = 

e 

oy REO Os 


IB 


et "1 1 
$ 74. 


| tional, and unexceptionable Liturgy, 


Form of Common Prayer, we beg 3 to : 
enumerate a few of its obvious happy effects, 
reſpecting the Miniſter and Congregation. WET 
He will here find his yoke eaſy, and his 

burthen light; he will be relieved from a 
== drudgery, which exhauſts his corporeal and : 

mental powers, with the additional mortifi- 

| cation. of being conſtrained to utter language, . 
ſentiments, and principles, which he knows 5 
: muſt be offenſive to his Gop, and are con- 
trary to his own conſcience, faith, and judg- ” 
ment. But now he enters the deſk, and : 
= aſcends the pulpit, with a heartfelt j joy and . 

3 gladneſs, and a ſpirit of true devotion, he 
N never before experienced. The Congrega- 
tion will not have their appetite for devotion = 
# glutted and palled with long tireſome Tepe- 


1 2 titions of the ſame unintelligible matter, to 5 
the confounding and bewildering of their 
5 . ſenſes | 


enn cloſed our mort, connected, ra- F 
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5 kiſs and underſtanding, 1 nor be lulled to 
repoſe by tedious hiſtorical recitals, totally | 
5 unintereſting; but their ſouls will be kept 
alert, and alive to the adoration of one object 
only, and awake to the pious inſtructions and 


1 doctrines, which wall be e to them 
1 from t che m_ Pr” Dont 380 


2.76: 


Tar idee of all times are pregnant 
5 with glaring and flagrant proofs of the 
pulpit being too often appropriated to moſt 

unworthy purpoſes; therefore our ſyſtem i is 
incomplete, unleſs we point out certain 

| ſtrictures, to which the preacher ſhall be 7 

5 ſubject. Although our ſhort ſyſtem of divine 


Weng nh worſhip interdicts almoſt the whole readin 3 
1 5 8 ſervice of the preſent eſtabliſhed Liturgy, 
5 yet we by no means prohibit the preacher - 
5 the apt and proper uſe of them, occaſionally, 
| provided he ſteers clear of, and does not 
touch, and founder himſelf i thoſe 


dangerous : 
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dangerous rocks marked in our chart, upon 
which true religion has hitherto ſplit, and 
been caſt away. The duties of the pulpit, 1 
N incumbent on the Miniſter, are, to enforce | 
gratitude, love, and adoration of the Derry, 

i and a becoming ſubmiſſion to his laws and 

a decrees; to inculcate the neceſſity of pure 

. ethicks, as that heart, wherein moral recti- 
tude 1s not an inhabitant, can know no 
true peace; to impreſs the neceſſary love of 7 
, our neighbour, an efential repentance, and 
a due veneration only for the name and re- . 
membrance of Chriſt, without any alluſions T7 
. of his equality with his Gov, ; or to his 
i miraculous conception; properties which he 
| himſelf never aſſumed or glanced at. 5 
' muſt {tudiouſly abſtain from meddling with - 
the myſteri ious nothings in the Revelations, 


| and from drawing concluſions from brophe- 5 


| cies; prophecy implying a fatali ty in events, 
| which deſtroys the principle « of free-agency. 


F He muſt be ſtrietly protilined- the diſcuſſion 
* of 


— on 8 8 


1 x46 y | 


of political ſubjects, to which the 88 * 

too frequently been proſtituted. For all ſa- 

5 lutary purpoſes, he can never be at A loſs for 

proper texts, taken from the divine doctrines 

of Chriſt, the elaborate morals s of Paul of 

OO Tarſus, and from numerous ſelect parts of 

the Old and New Teſtament; carefully 

. avoiding all abſtruſe non-eſſential points of 
po” TROP * and theology. 
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— OUR Pan are at an and; b they have ; 
— not been excited by any affectation of ſingu- | 
5 lafity, but have been ſpurred on by a pure ; E 

| ſpirit of benevolence to all intelligent beings. 
Singularity of ſentiment cannot t have been 
our 


1 * 1 


| our motive, becauſe we have no doubt but 

I that millions think as we do, although, from 

| a certain cautious apathy, and indolence of 

| diſpoſition, or the active ſcenes of life they 

| are engaged in, they have not had courage, ä 

| or leiſure, to preſent their ſentiments to the 

1 public. But for our own part, as our thread I. 
| of life i 1s ſpun fine, and probably will ſoon 

5 break; we wiſh (before our lot takes place | 
for animating ſome other mortal form) to 

t leave a legacy to our fellow-creatures, worthy 
1 : their acceptance; ; and which, if properly 5 
J : prized, will aſſuredly conduce to their pro- : 


= ſent and future felicity. 


Our view hs been, to FP the honour | 

and dignity of our cCxxA Tron, from A - fatal 5 
; miſconception: to expoſe the fallacy, inade- 

J | quacy, and inconſiſtency, of all Chriſtian re- 
ligious worſhip: to extricate mankind . from "0 
the ſuperſtitious, abject ſlavery they have for f 
ages Sroaned under, to a tribe of their own | 
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ſpecies: to arraign the folly and inutikey 
of what are called arts and ſciences, and to 
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men, to more worthy and uſeful purſuits: » 


| 1 EN 1 to relieve the preſent and future exigencies $ 
3 the ſtate, and heavy burdens of the peo- 
ple, by a. moſt. equitable and neceſſary 
meaſure: and finally, to inſtitute a form 
of worſhip more worthy of our Cop, and 
| l us of ourſelves. ; 
|; . N  Howſoever we e may have failed 3 in x the exe- a 
; =; cutive part « of our various views, our inten- 
1 5 tions are laudable, and claitn the candour and 
5 indulgence « of the public tribunal : what ſuc- 
ceſs our labours will be attended with, time 


On bes alone can develope. | : To what degree the ſtate 
|: 9 5 may benefit, by 1 the ſequeſtration of all Church 
| 5 : and College endowments, we muſt ſubmit 1 
Petter calculators, for we confeſs our- 
1 ſelves little verſed. in the minutiæ of the 
= fubjeR; but we > ſhould | imagine the amount 
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muſt ; 
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muſt be important, Be this as it may, three 
certain, moſt eſſential, advantages would 5 
| reſult from the meaſure:.— There would be 1 
: an end to the complex ſyſtem of eccleſi- 
aſtical laws and government, which conſti- | 


tute a diſtin, independant, and improper 
juriſdiction in the ſtate; — our Go would Dy 
= be more rationally and better ſerved; and 5 

N Fe our Clergy more honourably ſupported, and 

| conſequently more revered and reſpecte dl. 
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